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Abstract

¢ Retinal ganglion cells (RGCs), as pivotal neurons in
visual signal transduction, are critically implicated in
various blinding eye diseases through their apoptosis.
Consequently, research on RGC protection is of high
significance in this domain. This review delineates the
mechanisms by which traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) modulates RGC apoptosis. Focusing on the multi-
target and multi - pathway attributes of active herbal
constituents in Chinese herbal medicine, it systematically
examines their influence on apoptosis-related genes and
signaling pathways. The review aims to synthesize recent
advances in TCM interventions for RGC apoptosis,
elucidating the mechanisms and potential therapeutic
benefits of active herbal components in inhibiting cell
apoptosis and protecting neural function. However,
current research still has limitations. The multi -
component, multi-pathway mechanisms of TCM have not
been fully clarified at the molecular level, and high -
quality clinical evidence is lacking. Future studies should
integrate systems pharmacology, gene editing, and other
technologies to further elucidate molecular targets,
complemented by standardized clinical trials to verify their
efficacy and safety.
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PP B4 2545 20 i ( retinal ganglion cells, RGCs) i F
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HUE A5 AL B BN Y S 2270, HOR AT R R T2 02 75
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T WA ZE R RGCs il 2 R 28 12 Jo 40 B 20 B, & 7F
B BB b 2 250, A e 8 A R A BT RE, OF
iR S 56 AT R H RS T R A
TE T2 IR A H A rh a0 . 40 M SR Sy RGN &
BHEES RZE ARG R R AR ARG
T2 8], A4 M eg A B S BE 75 S A B R T, H 2 S v
SR AN A T AT 5 R 22 RO [RI S A B 41 n
AR AT B AR 17 | F B SR R R AE

PACHEFEIESE , RGCs B 7252 B 48 i Itk L2 90/ 19 1
-2 (B—cell lymphoma/leukemia 2 ,Bcl-2) KA E R H
PR 2 Bt & BR & H /K f# B ( cysteinyl aspartate specific
proteinase , caspase ) SEVE T A ¢ BN K& PI3K/ Akt . MAPK
85 22 AT 38 IHORG B R (H R R0 R P S R AP SR R T
ROARR, b B R AR 5 HRE RGP s T
B e R S8 5 T, I8 RGCs AT 51
REVEPREAS SR S5 DL AR OC . 4R R WF 98 Kk
B, Z R 252 05 S BAR A3 AR A% i i 22 0 R 2l T
TR T AR, R AR L, AR TER G
AR T B 2473 5 1 4 2 R T A DG AR 5 S AR B RGCs 1Y
YEFI AL, DU R B 2GR 32 44 b P B2 45 5 i B K
I 558 IR S
1 FEZIEE RGCs AT HEILEM

X H R IR T(EFHNE), (RIK - KK
wysEhc B, ARSI Z AW« HMESIFZ R, & L
WETHMCAZAE” , I — 204k 1 IR & 2853 53
A S IRe, B Z A A 2R R ik S 4
HAE N IR LD 20 R 29 2 48 07 B I 2 H
M-S MKOFR &R, BT, 5 Toit” o Sl & A
B B I S BRSO B, #R T LA SR B IR H
4 IR FIERERSE  JF & B0 AR FAE AT, RGCs I
T ] PR 98 A HR I 55 298 2 T AT R < IF
25T R, 3w, IR RSO A R B R
e, R SEC B R, BT SR, AT E
JHABA K EUHFE 0T, T2 B0 H R TR UMY, 51 &0
P20 S RGCs AT, “ HAS MM AERL” , 1L 3 47 4
SIHES) S5 < SBE LB, SR I SR, BHL2E B 2% E
B SRR AR A0 AN A2 D) e A 22 Y
Bt il K Pl 358 i, 5 SO0 RS P BOR A D e SR R TS
K RGCs RAPHT o ARIE I B RV 22 U6, < ML, B
K" P22k 5 B W2 kA B S0 I i 2 55k I Y 17 K
Z TR A T G RS SECH: T i % 57 B
R, GRE f  ER AR B A B AR AL M B A
Fr, A M ER A,
2 RGCs ATHXEREMRHR

VI 290 RN LR i 349 55 55 PR 428 DXl 1Y) 58 A8 A7 7 G
W, 3 A5 AR AI e 43 Bl A S R - 1 3Rk Hh IR RS
PR RE - A 20 RO T2 SE TR 5 19 7 AR B A S A R
O3 I BT 2R R e R A A B R R AR 2 A A )N A
JAZ 146 \DNA (4 W7 24 LA SR T /MA B T )45 . RGCs
FAE IS R T 32 A T AH DGR IR A 2R 3K FRWB A A& LA 2L
JEG A% RNA 4,

RGCs P4 TAH OGP 4 45 42 0 T FnA A= 77 P 36 . £ 94
T- BB FAu 56 22 24 7036 Ak 25 1 34 ( mitogenactivated protein
kinase, MAPK ) 1L 4= K A 7 - B ( transforming growth
facter—B, TGF—B) .7l P4 ( reactive oxygen species, ROS) .

Ca™ Bel-2 M X X &HH (‘bel =2 = associated X protein,
Bax) caspase 5 ; & £ 77 [l F £ f Wnt ( wingless — type
MMTYV integration site family ) {55538 [ AH I 43 i U 14 pf
78 F ¥ ( brain — derived neurotrophic  factor,
BDNF) ™' Horh Wt £ 558 B AT {2 0 RGCs HOFE 1 M
#h5S FA, 1 J BDNF 7E RGCs i) 354 F RGCs MY A7
G MAPK H NK  p38 WA K 5 RGCs T4, INK
A5 HER G, F 8 RCCs T2 Bel-2 K
FEARPA T8 1 Bax FIHLIM T8, I ZE LR A 155
v SR IR T R RS TR T A
Bax HF 1M R AR I 7 4 1255 R b A7 R0 0 0 400 i €5 38 1) R, ik
1E3UNLF caspase—3 Hi5 'S RGCs T, MHTIHT- Bel-2
DIAE B 7 2R FEAE T 30 S A 8 T 3 42 T34 5% 240
MBI T BE S11 ) pS3 AE i S IR 7, AT 4 i A0
Bax [3R35 , BEAK Bel-2 MZRIE MM HIILTIRE , N Bel-2/
Bax, {EHE40 ML 7= caspases J& 4 M I T B BAT
JLHIE caspase—3 Fll caspase—9 7E RGCs T " 2 S AE
™, RGCs WNTEMEE Tk 42 F 8 R 2 M- E
0 BAX fil BAK 8925, 1% 51 AL A caspase -9, AT #H
caspase—3 ,caspase—6 Fll caspase—7, TN f#f RGCs #AT-3E A
TR FEAMIE T R A

LA DNA HHsA 20 25 11 PR Ak AR SR 1 2 W ast A% 15
M, J& RGCs TS H1AE A OCHE 3 ik 1 428 1 1A= 10 e s A
-5 BRI TR DG R RO, R RGCs ] T FIAIE 1 il
S JEgR Y RNA ( non—coding RNA , ncRNA ) RE 1%
TERWE L % sf S PR 45 2 T 4 B R Rk 2 5 4 i
WEGE AT G SN R AR T S T A R T RE
ncRNA PR AR 48 5% sk 19 BE R 47 X 43, 43 A /b AE
4% RNA ( miRNAs ) 1K 4% 9F 25 i5 RNA (IncRNA ), H
B, IneRNA 38 38 B 422 o8 (] 32 08035 0 T A1 5 A 5 3 [ 8 42
RGCs AT,

RGCs M T & Z AL | 238 B Pr el P 45 8 . 4
BUFSE FEEAEPAE Bel-2 KM | caspases . B IR BELEE 3 1
it — 5 1 B ( PI3K - Akt) %538 [ -, 1 v B2 24 % RGCs
{5478 18 9% B TLR4/NF - kB, Notchl/Hes — 1 | AMPK -
mTOR-ULK , Akt/GSK—-3B LA} Rho/ROCK % £ 5% i [ .
X — BT BPRT HR A AR T 1 AP 28 40 47 s HL At o 22
JUI B 2E B ) B R B R S, I AT R H A
Ja it — RGN AR IGYT T R AR AT TR A
3 HEHAXY RGCs AT E EiFE N R IR
3.1 FEHREH S RGCs AT HIEE
3.1.1 ZEPE 85 & (curcumin, CUR) 2RI ¥ 22 2%
LRI IR G, BA R BUE A SOE bR F
B YU E LR B, VFSEW AT 21 2 SD K
FOPR - R T AR S IR R A2 J 22 8 RIGYT 4L, 45
R 22 W R TR AN I B 2 4 0E H R A, 5 i RGCs %X
i, fif RGCs 5 0 28715 4 Jfl 22 1) 3% 42 T R %, B iU o 3%
BB 281 A )5, 0 2 805 P I R 2 2 b RGCs TR
T2 R A0 L A T 00, A 21 DG 20 i e iR 1 I Bk
( glutamate —cysteine ligase modifier subunit, GCLM ) Fl Ifil. L
Z & #-1(heme oxygenase—1, HO-1) i 22 3k ¥ B & F
o qPCR A I 45 R 7R | 2 3 K07 4 GCLM mRNA |
HO-1 mRNA FEAK-FHBAR T ARA 535 T+ 24 2.6 5.3 fi%
(¥ P<0.05), BEBZE R i EF GCLM Hl HO-1 £
IR AL 245000 5 RGCs IO 20 M08 12 S I, 9802 400 o 22
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W05 W A B RGCs AT NE, 24 A5 1 50 K
K ERBEDL ST A TE 0T REZH AU 20 | 22 8 3R AR i 2 Fn 22
WMEmAEA(BAH 15 R), KAEBHAZKE F -«B
(nuclear factor—-k B,NF-«kB) 33k 7K (0D 14 :1.31+0.22)
BETE R R 2H (0.08+0.01) 2 & FHE (P<0.001) , 8 &
R R4 52 R @ R AL NF-«B Fk 34 4 b 25 40 il
(OD fH4r % % 0.95+0.19 5 0.48+0.17) , HZEE K &5
A AIIRIESCR B 3 (P<0.001) , 22 802 Al i )
il NF—wB 3 3 i 38006 , M T V85 40 0 28 38473 i 9% R 3 1o
J RGCs PR T, 22 8 04 11 40 i 3= - 23/ 4h il
A ZE - 17 S O ) G 1t 7 VE 451403 (retinal ischemia—
reperfusion injury,, RIRL) , FHL I A BT NF—«B 1 MAPK
PR R T,

FEE TR IE T 25 AL, JB T 5 M i i £
WA, BAPUAM SR MRy Rl EL
FhIBE , 7EAN AR SC I 5 rh 2 LR BULAEXT RGCs 1Y
PRI T, SIRT1 & — 2 R A5 R0 48 R i 5 S 1Y) g
SUBR AT e 2 122 300 ) PR 0 4 A b 340 D B2 o7 g, mT 3 ek
ST PR - 38 DL S 30 %, ok 2 400 4t 26 4 i 0 440 i P
TR, A R A6 7 E R, Rk, vl DL
i R SIRT1 e =7 (1 22 75 B % 1 S0 A 7 0 b 28 (R 9
YER, S R T4 55 R4 I ) Sy T Ak )
AR 2 = o R ol 1 TR N~ 1 S
Western Blot 45 5 & 75 & M H i v i 5 #6 2 ( acute
hemorrhagic encephalomyelitis, AHEM ) 5| #2 A% 2 % =1 HR &
F005 T 1 DB L T S TLR4/NF — kB 48 i 15 51 1%
43 1), TLR4 A THAMIE 1 d 1,3 d kg, 2 54k
53 7 d(¥ P<0.05) , [F}, NF-«B & 1R iE £ BT
JaRER S RS 1.3.7 d 5XFIRA LA 25
(¥ P<0.001) , fif (A ZE 5 B+ FUs XG5 3 d RAEIE(E
] TLR4 85 (2R 12 A A 45 SR R W, 5 s A 4 A He
e A R TR TS 09 TLR4 85 1 664 B 35 M /e
FH(P<0.05) , H NF-kB & /K V- TR (P<0.01) ; 2B
P27 I T R 38 A 380G /N B 40 L TLR4/NF -« B {55 7%
30 % A 0 S A0 DR A 2 A LR T
A2 WK ISR SR A S, A
BrEALFINE R A B R SEVE . I SE E BROK BRUBA AL 43 1 1
W AR I E R B sh AL FIH1 54, Western Blot
25 R AR AL ZH 2T Akt B2 p— Akt B AR X9 55 1
IR T 1IFE % 4 (Akt: 0.64+0.01 vs 0.37£0.02, P<0.01;
p—Akt:0.37+0.02 vs 0.25+0.01,P<0.01) ; JI| Z T Hij5
FREEBRA B I 0.692£0.02.,0.49+0.01 (p—Akt L
RIS T T 32%) (¥ P<0.01) ; p—Aktid ] %% Ake 38 8%
BshHgE—4 FiH (p-Akt F+£0.73+0.03,P<0.01) , [f]
st Ak 1 ) 590 47 %50 8 (p— Akt [ % 0.40+0.02, P<
0.01) , &7 )15 W 3 VE F 5 F0E Ak p—Ake 3l A
*, PRV MR P T8 Bax 5 caspase—3 RIAHIEH 4
WFE TR (56.47+0.91 vs 51.29+1.38) , MiHL A T-HH
Bel-2 JH 5 Bax 9 Lb B U BH 2 B IR (17.84 £ 1.38 ws
0.32+0.03, ¥ P<0.05), Il & ¥ + #Hi J5, ff Bax 5
Caspase—?ai‘%ﬁFF% 45% 5 41% , F¥ Bel-2 £k M
Bel-2/Bax FLAEIEF 118% 5 288% (1 P<0.05) . % I,
U258 1 R AT L3 RGCs | Akt p—Akt Fll Bel-2 &
H ARk, i RGCs I+ Bax Fll caspase—3 & £ A,
FEAR RGCs MR T- 48 01, sk se g AR Ui WA 1] = v ]

1008

HRAMH RGCs P T, X AR5 W0 i 2 8 — 2 BAFE
SA3EKPE MEE ML E (crocin) LA FEIG
PRy, B PUA PUR BUEAAN S, EEX
A AR AR S UL I B 4 225 1 i &R RGC -5 Bk
47 Notchl/Hes—1 i % mRNA /KF LR R BoR, 5
BRAE2H LA LT AE 2 A 4 MY Notchl . Hes—1 mRNA Fik
IKFREAK 50% (31 P<0.001) , $&78 FoAT 3@ s i Ca®
it \FELIBT Notchl/Hes—1 38 %, [A] i L9 Bel-2, #1il RGCs
PR,

3.1.4 HEZE A EERECH AR, A PUEL R
PHARG PiREEH, TR %D LK R A RGC-5
AR 52 56 W, AR A I R AR B R I R N -
AR -D- R H iR N-methyl-D—aspartate, NMDA ) i75 5 ")
YA, H AR A i R G G B — e W B A R
I EXF RGC-5 AL BIAR Y YE . Lok 40 M 13 1 A6 I 45
IR, 0.25% 4 B A i 45 B 1 S0 V40 L AR A7 R (0D
{#:0.852+0.027) %% 0.025% 41 (OD {1 :0.503+0.013) .3
ThiR1 (P<0.05) 50.25% 2H AR I H2 U0 7 565 V4 Jf A= A7 %
(0D {4 .:0.852+0.027) ¢ 2.5% 41 (OD {4:0.791+0.082) F+
E(P>0.05), R PCR i7s, 1] NMDA &b 3 21 il J
Bax ) mRNA £ kw2 EFF(P<0.05) 1M Bel-2 2 F &
(P<0.05) , NI T B T+ &5, XFF RGC-5 4l fs = 3L
WA RO VERT, B RGCs THT-A K A=,

ST (Baicalin) f2 8 A 1) £ EIE MR, A PR
Sy e S s &R EEM, Y
ARG T A YA Janus S (JAK) /15 55 S 55 55 %
TR (STAT) {5 538 % 1 14 25 11 3k 7K F | WL 3] 35 5%
AR Y JAK/STAT B R fL /K - B 35 I8 T X B dl, 5%
LA RN JAK/STAT 15 5318 1% 0 300, 52 Wi AH 56 14 41
A5 5 38 B IR SR AR P, SEERZE FUE S, BT AL B
ERRART JAK/STAT (B R ALK, DI FRAIR T 48 AL L
BEJAE R TR 4P RGCs a2 B AL N 17, %
Tl LB IR R IR S 1 RGCs EAL N 17 , & A 5 2%
it SE A I TORT 9 i S, il /0 240 9 T vl A LA IR
1) RGCs P 39 AR AL , T3/ RGCs FET
315 BFHE WEHFE( astragaloside—1V , AS -1V PEHL
H B, LA P40 i A Pl A g TR, At
SFUONKE K BRBELAY R 7 4 (n=20) . K& AS-IV 41
(AL) e AS-IVZH (AM) &l AS-IV4H (AH) i
FARH(SH) BRI (MO) FEIA% % (mTORC1 &4
Hl57) 4 (RA) . compound C( AMPK #ii]57) £H (CC), %
T TON BiRI L AS-1V, WLEL H X RGCs AU K2, Western
Blot \RT-qPCR K e Ja s e W, AS—IV 1 1 i 3 41
7 LC3 [/ 1 FfA \LC3 mRNA 7K e e G B | A
i 8 p-AMPK 5 p-ULK, F ¥ p-mTOR /K, i i i
4 AMPK-mTOR-ULK 38 B3 111 B8 1k 38 5 RGCs W17
TN 408 T, AS—1V I B3l 7 AMPK & [ ok 3%
TON BRI K AL E T BE
3.1.6 ZHELX  HIF 2 HE (lyciumbarbarum polysaccharides,
LBP) $2 5 A ARG P AL LA i SR 5, oA s e I |
PR PE AP 2 R G55 2Rk, 2R BE g
2] LBP 4B v] R gE A% R T E2 #H2C KT 2 ( nuclear factor
erythroid 2—related factor 2, Nrf2) £ FH A% 57 , 38955 411 g
WAL B AE 11, TR FRAR caspase—3 #35, THE Bel-2
1 BAX FUAE, AT A0 M R 1=, LBP o] DA G P A
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(reactive oxygen species, ROS) /K MNTHES T AT,
T M A D) R ARG 28 5 e AR TT 41 ] RHOA/ROCK 1 28
1, 2E 1 40 5 E P RGCs T T AH G /Y R i 15 5 B% 1Y
HIF- 18 5™ A4 35 bR A i3S W SRBEAE L a1 )
PTG IE H A ORI R P RR 2 E FY
M5 L ¥ (angelica sinensis polysaccharide , APS ) £ B
H S IH AR, RER SR ML e RE T B, 32 0 S e A A 1%
P, BEAE I 6l 2 E A 5T %) R JIORN 2% A 41 B 1) 3% £k, D R
i SV RERE . VTR K R4 A IR AL (CG) A5l
ZH(MG) ,APS fILH] &8 ( APS-L) ZH . APS 5554 (APS—-H)
2H . APS-H+miR—-NC 2H , APS—H+miR —148a—-3p inhibitor
#, 1E APS X%} RGCs MiRNA - 148a-3p ( miR—-148a-3p) .
SMAD2( smad family member 2) mRNA FEIR K s ER
JRABETRY S SO D) 5 A 2255 A0S miR - 148a—-3p FKikkE &
IEH LAY 0.3 £%, 11 SMAD2 ) mRNA 33k T+ 2 1E % 41 i)
2.5 1% (4 P<0.001) , &7 APS Al fff miR-148a-3p %
5 EPEZ) 2.5 5 (5 L) | R Bf il SMAD2 mRNA #
i N2 60% (] P<0.001) , Pt APS A LA E 3 miR—
148a-3p, [ SMAD2, i i I 473X 8 miRNA 7K 20 74% 1y
WG LEAAAE RCGCs AT AR B, RS RAA
[ e BE 1Y APS A FH T 10 D90 S pft 2275 2 il RGC-5, 45 4 i
7N APS FIUS/D S | AL I R A 2215 4 RGC-5 T,
R A0 6 P 40T 17 98, 38 3 B Al Aky/GSK =38, 5 47t
AALH T FRE 2 1940 L 3Z 44 (nuclear factor E2-
related factor 2) —2 ( NFE2L2) /47 % 1L #1571 ( NRAGE -
likel ) —2( NRF2) 335, & 00 I BEE A0 A 47 3500
3.2 5 E A7 RGCs RIFH IS B
3.2.1 MRRAMBRIEFE  #MBHIA Fiz A (E AR EEE) | L
AR Y0 ORAT e 1 E S Ak, B R
I A 28 T, TR % b BH 34 1037 B2 7 ok <« #h FH
WAL 7 B HEERE AR 5 7009 19 B 76 I A RS 26 25 ) 441
B 5 700 AR AR I R 5 SR 2E AT ek £ 3% 1T A A A% A i,
PRI MBSO S XS, (I TR A
WY hicd e H W B, s i b, A e A H
AN, B MRANEL, 225 AN, B ) B 7 = AR Ah
7 | || R i A W S S/ N B N
“H BB, ] UL I A7 2 1A 7 A3 P A 2 B4 1Y
FERNZ —, #MHE AR EESF R ASE
H Rgl(ginsenoside Rgl) (B & )11 %5 58 45 Tk M w43 41
B, AT 43 AR R T A5 S B S R ER T o 4
Bel-2/Bax ik il caspase—3 151k I8 A% E AL i K 2k
FIARThRERE 45 ZE S ALK K B M 254
AR KA R as AXT IR (n=10) o F5 IR AN PH IR F 7 %E
25 TON KR, WLEEXT TON K B A 2 03405 1 5 i, 2k
PRI A BH 34 035 % K B I3 43 )5 caspase—3 2 3
R R B, A ER KA caspase—3 ik TiEBIF 1 wk ik
FIIEAH (0.478+0.024 ) , |5 2218 N F%, & 6 wk B 4ER57E
WEKE(0.257£0.006) . 259 T FidH £ 80, = caspase—3
IR B FIRETE 1 wk 3504 (H A 5 3 0% ] 309 A # 4R K
24(0.325+0.006, P<0.05) , H. T P& 8 B 5 P, 78 3 AR S
4 wk 242 3 25 [ % B2 7K F (0.213 £0.005 s 0.097 +
0.006) , FEHGIG 2.4.6 wk, 254 2H ) caspase—3 FRik &=
0 AR I AR FER K 4L (34 P<0.05) . X RIZGYAN
AL HEIM RN 3 caspase—3 13t BE BT , SE AN U5 T
S5 TR UERE , ff RGCs P T-1H BUIES , MG T I 42

BT BT RE T BB, A L P
A LiEBel-233k , A2 BH Rel 0] WIS Bax F 07, F
U IR 4 R 2 ok A IR R E M, 3t W] 30 ) Caspase - 3
?ﬁﬂsuz—ul .

322 BNEBIA RN HIA N A CHRER) R R
ARG WU ZE B A 2k 9 B SR s 10 22 5 7], i B
AT NE CBIE AR~ AR A, B 48 XU I, 25 9%
ML, BRI T 5 Y1 ARAT 2 e B
JHEIAL 35 M0 00, 36 R KB Z 8 B R s 5 ok
RHAE IS PERU S B I = LR W5 . A AR
53 0] [R) IR 7 ) — 00 T 1 b 9 DG SRR AN B B
“ZRNERT, BT LR Bel-2 5 =L R
1 caspase—3 Pp[A], B A7 2 i B BT R A A T AR
AN, =B RAF B MG caspase—9 , BHLIWTE T /MA I
] I B 424 ) Caspase—3 T PE, /DT T-FhAT L WF5EH
30 HE V340 1l zs A0 IR BRI AL B XU 25 33 5
W AL PR BEE4L , RT-qPCR 45 58 B8R, 545 I xt g
ZHAH Y, 45 TR 20 A0 ) R 4H 21 A Apaf -1, Bax , caspase =9 |
Cytc . caspase—3 ) mRNA TR EFE EH (¥ P<0.01);
bR X gm0tz T 1is , SRR ZE AR L, Hom v RS 55 2 2
PIRe i T M LR BT A 0 T B mRNA £ 3E (3 P<
0.01), W )72 WPt M T-4E T 7240 6l Apaf-1 F
caspase—3 J7 i, Hip Il S AR THE MR A (P<
0.05) ; FEAM ] Bax 51T, Ho s 1) i 2L AOR B A% (P<0.05) 5
TEINTH caspase—9 J7 1T, ForP | 1Ry 771 o 20 149 e B H T 3 (R 410
VR (P<0.01) o BR XUt 43 37 76 18 59 00 19X RS R AR A 22 20
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