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Abstract

e Amphiregulin (AREG) is a member of the epidermal
growth factor family. As a key ligand of the epidermal
growth factor receptor (EGFR), it can activate signaling
pathways such as PI3K/Akt, ERK1/2, and STATS,
participating in biological processes such as cell
proliferation, apoptosis inhibition, and inflammatory
immune regulation. AREG is closely related to ocular
diseases and plays an important role in corneal repair,
improvement of retinal damage, and regulation of ocular
axial length. This article summarizes the structure,
distribution, and biological functions of AREG, focusing
on its regulatory mechanisms in ophthalmic diseases:
participating in dry eye disease associated with Sjogren’s
syndrome by driving epithelial thickening and chronic
inflammation; promoting corneal repair through an
immune- epithelial coordination mechanism; abnormally
activating the EGFR/PI3K pathway leading to lens opacity;
regulating ocular axial length elongation through the
retinal - scleral signal axis; modulating microglial
polarization affecting the progression of diabetic
retinopathy; and enhancing ocular tumor drug resistance
through epigenetic modification. This article
systematically reviews the molecular regulatory
mechanisms of AREG in ophthalmic diseases, aiming to
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explore its potential for clinical application in ophthalmic
diseases.

e KEYWORDS: amphiregulin; molecular regulation; dry
eye disease; corneal injury; cataract; myopia
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NZEWE 1 (amphiregulin, AREG ) 42 T 1980 4E A%
AR M FLHIEE A0 M b A BT 03 B R ) —Fh 84 > BE TR
HMEER 1, IR E SO — MO BE A K X 7, BRI
LR A e ) 3 A ) I BB 75 5 BT 4 4 N £ B B
AN A I R AN A A . AREG 15 % A K I F 32
& ( epidermal growth factor receptor, EGFR) 354352 144 5l
AT LA S EGFR 2R Ak, Jf i i 5 S R 3 56 2 i
TR AR EGFR™ . AREG I 22 2450 (L 4
F1 3% ( mitogen — activated protein kinase, MAPK) | fE it
JLEE 3— 14 T ( phosphatidylinositol 3 —kinase , PI3K ) F1 i 2,
TR 25 1134 (janus kinase , JAK/STAT) 45 22 Ft {5 538 &
ARTR) A RN R AN A G A L AT A R A R S
AREG TEZLIR H 20 ZUR 51 240 i 45 4 Fh 2% B A i 3%
Ik FHNAETE BGA ar Ak MGE 3, 91 2 5 0 At Mo
TR A H 52 I 455 55 22 o LA P A

& X AREG {55 WS BFFE AR A o 258 5 5
PEVIFEDLH E B LA R . L6 A LR AR L K LS 20 21
U AREG M RSB C PR SRk K 74K
AR g B MR AR A AR R R OQIR . TE MR BRAY I
AR E AR AREG IARART 2R 3K 5 0 1l BE )y HR
P & A S TE IR . [ I AREG 1R S 3% R4 K
T, BEREBE 4NEA F - 1B (interleukin— 1B, IL- 1) | Jif! 8
PRBEIN T —a (tumor necrosis factor—a, TNF-a ) %5 48 11 K 7
JiFrifs k" . AREG iliid 15 EGFR AHEAE, /- S 2
T VT B R TR b BB AT SRRE RN A

FRLPR T AE IR S G B, X BB ML P B TR | A R
5 R A DR A0 X I A | B S P g 45 £
AR 5 g 14 s B2 8 A B S Al B 26 3 S R % 4 7 1 S
5, AREG 7EHRFHRAR G A 5 B A2 v 1) 22 50 /E ML
LA 1,

Y R f 0 AR S SR 3 AREG 1 & 38 /K X T
BRI T IR AR I B2 W B B OCE A E XL,
ALBERS AP0 A 10 e IR E SRR 2R, IRl R T
EIXF AREG [ 52 4% B Ui 771 mig 12 i) 35 PR 76 25 50 IS FL A
R R IR IT IR B M, AR SCRES T
AREG TEHRFRGERR 0 K A= & R FNAIT A st e, B e R
AREG L JHF BREHG R B2 W F6 T 7 3R K 4
1 AREG HIEARE M

AREG $5c 052 76 N J 7L 9 240 it v 4 ) 1) - o 412
B SR Y ), RE A AL AR AN 35 B0 F AT 2k 20 i 4 A 4 4y
A7 T st 5 805 00 ) L 7 K A0 LA R 12 2 P 4
RIEIRS 1990 4F, Bl £ AL /N AR PR & BT 264
AR 1, I8 Hoi 4% e I 40 S 6 A 2 R TR

AREG 2 10 kb, fii T 4 S QA fk q13.3 X4, B 6 1
AR T UL, V] i 252 A SE R 4K ) 5 T AREG R
L FERABEE AT, AREG T4 7 B 21 1% % 7K % 1]
)R AT ) AREG, X — il BEFRE AREG Y il 25,
AREG I MM T g i A RSB E AW 17 (a
disintegrin and metalloproteinase 17, ADAM17) 5% & i 43 J&
B 14 ( matrix metalloproteinase 14, MMP14) AR A
2SR TE P A RAE R B P, ADAMLT AR e I E
Val152 i 54 ARSI B AREG! Y TE BB E 5T,
MMP14 RE7E AREG BifA Leul6d {7 S045 HEYIE), T B S
FARR L Rz s s 2 Y TRl PR AREG 3£ fig il
IS EGFR 5538 B — 2D e HF 1 K 20 i 1) 473 |, 5 i
HLBE R e,

AREG 73 T2 HE N B4 28 B 4L 23 B AR 1
BoAi, TEIRES, AREG F 404 T I W Bl 21 op | 7 45
FE £ BRI IRt 244 A e
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l % et l DONABIE S l “\‘T- (24 ' EGFR
Furin-TACE l AREG | JARIDIB
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AREG — 2548 p e 1Y & L R 7 9 4, s T
VDI RE RN ZE A R . AR R RS H D7 T, AREG 2R 45
P MR HE AN B—PT B & , ik Sl b by i ik S i pl A
FIEEA H AR 42 AREG 19 = R 45— 25 1 Jax
B SR T 1S (R HES 1 DU R 25 R AR T AREG
Z R SHAMEARE AW,

AREG A& (pro—AREG) A ESEME A, 0 T2 A
50 kDa,fl {5 252 M2 5EfR . HOBE AL B E 2R AE7E N
it T JURCRIT T 28 285 A Yo ) R A R i o 32 b, S A0 A B 0 i
HFEE e R 1 I 5 EGFR WY 45-& 35 MmN i i 3L K
AR ISR N SRR (1-81 7)) A5 55 Bk (1-20 37 ) A1l
SRIIREIFH] (21-81 i) , % X6 R 2 530 AREG
FVATE B3 T R M, Gk S8 B4 2 BeAh, C SR i
BEIX B A — A~ B 5% g R 3L i I 2 7 {7 % 3£ )% ( mono -
leucine basolateral sorting motif) , %% F X AREG 7E# M -
2 A H 8 R 1 3 i 2 R RS N R 2 0GB i PR LR IR
OIEIE R AT IE T

WFSE R I, S HR HETE EGFR MO o B i i 5 2 6
FEAIFA, Shao %7 15 FLby E LM R TS
5 EGFR BCARZE 5 38 ( domain 1 /1) BIFS R, IF 2 —
AR 2R T IRA KBTS AL, X EGFR 4544 (4 I
ABREE  BHFZA R T X — R P, 7ERC A4,
B R W R SRR AR I (40 Tyr A0 Arg ZEJ5 I3 43 A%
B) 38 A B A 23S TR A B RUA B, 51 B AR &S A 1l
PG AR, T FF I 0715 5 B e s, X — & B
AU T BATX EGFR 15 515 AL B BRI &
FET EGFR LS B BIG YT RS At 1 30 BLAi
2 AREG 7EBR#} %5 4% B B9 B i 52

LRI 48 7R , AREG 75 A I A 5 DL K LA v
M= SRR B AR RS SIS 50 S R AE R
BX ARG R is A IR sl R A b e S i s R b K
FE A1 6 (2 Aol g T 245 45 22 O ML 1l oy 155 6k 22 o IR 348
PG R 22 2 I R gt I 1) TR SR M A B R
B ST A R DR A0 I JIES 5 7 S5 s A 8 op ) SR B HH Y
ST, DUTORE MO RIS 005 1) #f B, TR 40 B iR AREG
BIVE AL B oe it e
21 TREAMHEXTFR THRE-FZHEZSFHMIR
FEPRNG , ITETR AN IS 2 B0H AR 2 MR A, 7 5 | & IR
TOANTE A B0 BB BEAT , ET IR TR A A
(Sjsgren’s syndrome , SS) A 5& i9 T IR &% L o, AREG #53
WEEEME, BRI T AREG 78 T 1R v () B 0
FERCNH PR H A 5T 2% AR A F A 1 Je 200 i 34 5
TR AERRIR R RS T e R EEAEH

Kawasaki 257 {0 33 %} SS 8 3 45 [ I fz & R 35 19
ST R, AREG 5 c—fos S 5L 2 A, B AREG A
A 141 T 40 0 200 0 A S B b e S R TR -y
Al 15 HLA-DR FAE 1 6/16 S5 FE P Byl Az fin i
IR R RAE AL S8, D AREG 7E SS B F IR F
FF LR SR SR

I SERE S £, Sisto 2 & BT Ro/SSA [ B ik
L BE Furin—TACE & A i R 02 #F AREG 9 8 I RE
B, T fih % TNF—o A TL—6/T1-8 ZRIHE43 i, I 1A
RIF R . AREG #3T Ro/SSA [ F HiiA i 1 Furin—

974

TACE & i R 42 Y VIR TIUG TS EGFR R AYNF-«B
W PR TNF - 43 ARG 105 XS 40 I 32 TNF — o0 il ST,
TNF-a £56 Z RIS IKK B659, ff IkB-a BifR 1L 2 K
FEIF R, NF-kB ARG UL A TNF-a IL-8 542 %
FERJE B F IR Rk e v aE i IL-6 £ B NF-«B
SEOALEAEE IL-6 P24 T IL-6 RIS STATS 5
ZEEE 5 NF-kB IE M FIVE R, i#F— 20 42 12F 2 b 44t 1A
F LR T = A, Bl B2 b AREG P 3 2o 495 22 307
EGFR/NF—«B i #3458 33X — it KA, 7E 58 5 1 95 i 12
R IEICHAE Y LA, B I SZ 1R RAGE 45 & it ik
A% NF-«B 38 5% i TNF-o 76 AREG 9 PR RI/E T {2
i RAGE K3k, RAGE WG J5 X ik — L 3 5 NF-k B 2
BIE S5t , R P A] TNF-o Al AREG #1455 I 200 i 25 4
REANAE , SR S AT AL R U405 , 3 6 G 38 40 i 32 S 1A
fie/r W B %2 AREG  IL-6 Fll TNF — o, $5 22 5 K 48 9% B
FERT ) HIERT UL, AREG il i3 3% EGFR 3 #5 3h RAE(H
5, 5 IL-6 TNF-o il i NF-kB STAT3 Z:{5 543 T K %
22 IR A8 SR | 3 U SO M5 5 3 5 4 R A
HAEHILFRIMI AL T UL AREG AL, ¥ R IL-6  TNF-a 55
PR 1 356 4 2 S i R SN, #E ARE MR 5 IR AE T R 8
KAEEVEH

FEPTER 52 56 30E 52, BT AREG 26 3K 1] L 2. 35 10 i
TNF-« 53 1 95E K 77742, 8 AREG 2&#EH: A S8t
TR 5 R AORE B B SR S A T IR A EL R R B
g TH I A P4 R TL-6 \IL—-8 \TNF-a 25 (19 7K T
1R, VAR R 2 b G yze A M 2 T 200 kL | 15 10 24 i 25 1 05
TR e R R T R E AT AN 2 S 3R R 4
LU , i Sk — 25 IR A AE RN, T8 OB PR R

FIRBFIEHAIESE AREG 7E SS A2 T HR h BA W E G
RN, AREG BES 5 I 2 4500 5 &, )UK sh 18 1k R 4E
AREG j#ijd EGFR/STAT3 .EGFR/NF-«kB %5 {5 5 i %
58 LR 45 A Bk T T IR s e i . 25 1,
AREG £ THR Y & A A K& e bt 2 AR, JHE 3 2o (2
PRAE VAN b B S E AR R T T AR A g B
I BT AREG BIIRYT SRS mT 68 4 AR (11 R IG YT B2 LT
71,
2.2 miERG MGG, AREG bR nl {2 gk I b iz
M 5, 1 B f R B L Yan ECY RS &
PR, 45 BN RS Treg MM AT 4 L AREG B 15 235
FAIE R AN 365 R A0 T, AREG 255 MK 1
AR EGFR, BEME A U 4N MU 3458 ik T, &
S5MEA BT, 200 M BY B 40 i ] Pk o S
AREG ik, I il 58 E Sz o7 120 i 9 7, A1 08 184 5 ok
PRI L K T4, AR e 3005 5 AL IR . 7EmdBE D
700 A AR AR R P M2 B S I 4 PR YR AREG 38 i3
LT HL IR A& 5 . 30 ] o P 0 = e O (e R T P T
Y (regulatory T cells, Tregs) ¥ 4, I % A R R
iE L AREG AN £ b Bz 41 i AR K A9 42 oF R 7,
SE B G A MR S TR s A
BT VARG RN TN . AREG 19 40 it >k 5 B A = 1 5
TR, B b R A0 A, FR R Sk I A G B 25 B ST 4 i
( conjunctival y8T cells) 144 7 434 AREG , i 33 IL-10/
STAT3 3 % Ui G — b g AR
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Ko 25V AESS 1.3 .5 d #Hi AREG mAb 144 2% BUIE
FEF e 26 21 PTEA HRG B ) 0 D) I 225 44 5 s 3 4 i i Vi)
IR, 5 2R 7 ) 58 5 1 41 i/ & 5T 40 S ( mesenchymal
stem/stromal cells, MSC) ) FH . W 40 i £i7 4= i) AREG 41
il G 8 B N 5 20 O T, (R a4 AR R PR B A B L R T Al
i, R 5 B SRR SN NI, AREG 3 i 8 15 4
A ML AN b Bz A0 A EAE 52 f AR 05 R A R

AR, Varanasi 255 JE— 058 T AREG 78 A JIE
BERWE T, I AREG J2& 75 B8 18 hin o 3 5 v £f i
R IR , 76/ BUIR &8 2% G S5 19 R [R] B[] s JF 46 it 1]
AREG H#EATIRYY , KA N AREG ik (1 b s A0 il
TR R WA T AR SN B R R,
PE—BUESE T AREG fE {2k 1 5z 40 j 5 A% A48 5 0y 18 A
Y, 2R WAL VRS B i R 400 ] Jeg 3 A RE LA S & 52 3%
PP E A A 6, AREG A Bl T b £ f
B, 0 IT & T BB R AR A8 B 97 i 4 41 T B K
P& Seitz Z B S 2 W, AREG W] 3 1o 412 oE A 55 1 2 40
0 %) 3 R B, i A A5 0 B A, TR T R RE I
IOL, VB R A A3 0 1) R 15 T R B, Ry o 45 47
AT SR Y JEL B
23 MR R4 B(ultraviolet B, UVB) 75 3 ¥ Rij 4
FHE P& AT, AREG & 4% %5 K 8 /E F, Nakayama
DY ST R I, UVB BREF (30 mJ/cem®) A0S A SRAA [
FZ AL DNA B0 2%, 580 AREG mRNA 7€ 12 h N I
P 4.2 4% HAM I I TE 24 h SRR JF 54 KA A
F 15( growth differentiation factor 15, GDF15) & Al 1F I 15t
B, THAE I, A AREG RIFIEAOME 5 20008 TR AR
- B A R e R AR A EE AL, LAk e B
EGF 4124 | #2758 AREG i i3 EGFR/PI3K/ Akt i %5 5 40
Ji ek B A 5 R 1 A B U | B AT B IR AR £ A HE S
AL IR, IR E RIS AREG-GDF15 il
UVB N B AZ O o T-HLE, ) EGFR # il 57) Jm 3+
i P AR T SR ER AR

HHT AREG 7E (A % & A 5 1F J v 1 V8 FE 9845 48
FABR, M TG AREG 451wl bk o3 e 56 X Sl A 2 Ao e
Z KEEARIGE R AF H 37K/ THI AREG /K5 R[] W7 2
A B XU 14 56 28, T8R4 X AREG (19 J) 38 13 2% 317 741 77 5
EGFR #5778 4 P9 B Y o g F5cH0 , n D1 iR
1F50% KA B AREG FHECR « T T " SR R
T =5 2l B RSB 39 A T 1 PN RS I B TR SR
24 3R LB R AREG (15 55 28 36 I 25 52 ) 3f 40 7Y
KR &, T2 55 AV L (lens — induced myopia,
LIM) JIK BLI A0 9 i ) AREG 75 11 F1 mRNA /K3 i 2
T, MG TEBEERITH 6 wk J5HE A AKEH T
R Jiang 2550 BRI SCIG IS IRE B, 7E LIM KR
FIALIR I AREG #REKF ETE, BLAh, I RBIF ST ) 45
T 5IEH ABEAA L, AREG 3 [F 98 28 3 R 7 = & 3 4
SR P RN, LT R R R OGS R Y

25/ R AT AR LIM K BUIR BRI 3 0K J V8 55 AREG $it
LIFEAE AREG 2 11 mRNA 235K 34, 45 1 &
B AREG A5 3 40K LA IR 5 2iE < 00 O B2 R R 45
FIBA AN H], AR

AREG 783 A0 A0 9 5 - IR A 55l 14 -7 BIL ) o &

PERAEVEF . Bk Al s M HR P AR 855 110 sh 2528 Ak i HIR
FEA S TR e ZE RLRIR AR 5 /NG I L A3 s B T 4
HEHEEE-2(MMP-2) S5 F, T B 57K 58, MMP -2
JE— e IR BRBE F 9 v G S FE O AT o A B R B P A
21t A 35 5 B4 ) 2 P T DR b e A 0 K R ) - IR
FARA AT [R) 42 G B IR K B S IR IS S T AR R
Wong %5 38 53 43 Hr (4 P4 55 5 25 s 7K HR 1) TR 7 PR 2R T AR
4 78 KEAE M ( myopic macular degeneration, MMD) B & %Al
il A BB K MMP -2 (9 7KF- 5 IRl B 2 TR A OG, T 32
LY AR AR P I A RS I A RS I LA N B AR KR T - A
(VEGF-A) 7K - 55 MR Al K B 522 07 R G 5 {224 1 4 AR Al 4
XA 5, MMP-2 I VEGF-A 5 MMD (7 SE BT 26
BCHRE 7 HR il 9iE K AT RE R R0 IR 3 [ &, Hoad il
MMP 25573 F - MR BRBE (AL ) 7y 200 Jfd &1 35k [ o 9
PRI & MMD, o4 352 HR Sl 1 45 119 43 1 3 B 4R It T 4%
f'%'[m o TETE & 3 25 M ¥ AR ( form - deprivation myopia,
FDM) # %I th She 25" BF 5% & ML, AREG ik /K F-7E FDM
T2 A 0 5 T R, R AR R 4 W B EE R 1Y) AREG
13543 0 7 200 DRSS 2T 45 20 it 35 1 19 EGFR 214 ik
1M 3 ERK1/2-MMP-2 {55 %8 ) by, 5280 1T AV R AR
PR P S 2 2 a2 | DTG 751 22 i A 0 DL A 2% 76
ARl 2 4 X R R A% S 06 0 55 % B, 1) L AR P o
AREG T4 ] 770 12 AR 14 b s/ HIR b < 8 35 4, 0 41 3 R
HEE . #E—PWFSTIESE , AREG it ERK1/2-MMP-2 {3
S 5B EE, ERINZEF AREG i F k8
TR fk ERK1/2 Al MMP -2 () 33k, i AREG &2 4
T EMNRSE, X—RFTFRER T AREG X IR
J s

FEH i SL 8 3 — 2 K E T AREG (9 S8 1E L
Dong %5 ££ LIM JiK B3 A5 71 v i 5t shRNA — AAV F A%
AREG &3k, 45 5 s 1 75 MR AR Al -1 32 st 0 R 8 2% 4 4
(8.63+0.03 mm vs 8.77+0.02 mm, P<0.001) , AR 2% {4
(=0.13+0.04 mm) 35 KT H A 25 20, [F] A5 1 Fifd s A A AR
Do % T fik 2 BoEJEE B i 2E i &% EGFR iR 5 40 T
(p-PI3K .p-p70S6K il p—ERK1/2) F 3k Wt 2 T ¥, ifii #b
FEANEYE AREG A #4338 5% 1 iR R0, UE 5% AREG 3 i
EGFR il 42 iR b 2k K7

DL B8 DI R & BB AL g e A 1 o0 Sk Hin ik
AREG SE R 725 5300 38 8] 42 00 Do) Jbs — IR A5 5 Bl , 352 g 9L g
Y AN AR, S EOR BRI AR . ¥E ) AREG (4L
PR FURE R Rm A B s il T el B, ok
HAIF 5T 5 0 — A B AS [e) T 00 B A MLk 22 55 DAk i)Y
T 22 WY AR BT, A4 AREG A 30 3 LY B G
PEULHT R A
2.5 HERFBMMEERZT  AREG 1£ 4L B 7 18] A 5
7R T HAE 3G 5E OB PR i A I B 5 A8 ( proliferative
diabetic retinopathy, PDR ) 4 & 4% HR J5 * A9 38 76 1F
Zaiss % MR T AREG 16 5 5 SR 55 vh A A 4176 A, F
M AREG 1] iy #0 9 fi Miailler 411 i 75 BRS8N 380 R 436,
i EGFR/STAT3 3l [ #1705 e ot 40 i, £ 2k JH ) it 56
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