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Abstract

¢ AIM: To investigate the role of serum high - sensitivity
C- reactive protein ( hsCRP) in the pathogenesis and
progression of diabetic retinopathy (DR) in patients with
type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM).

* METHODS : A nested case-control study was conducted
involving 187 T2DM patients (187 eyes) who attended at
Eye Center, Beijing Tongren Hospital, Capital Medical
University from June 2017 to October 2024. Patients were
categorized into three groups: the diabetes mellitus (DM)
group, non - proliferative DR ( NPDR) group, and
proliferative DR ( PDR) group. Baseline information was
collected, including age, sex, duration of DM, and
duration of hypertension. All patients underwent fasting
biochemical tests and comprehensive ophthalmic
examinations.

¢ RESULTS: A positive correlation was observed between
hsCRP and fasting blood glucose (FBG; P=0.004) and
glycated hemoglobin Alc ( HbAlc; P = 0. 048) by
Spearman’ s rank correlation coefficient analysis. After
adjusting for confounding factors, multivariable Logistic
regression identified hsCRP as a significant risk factor for
DR (OR=2.67, 95% CI. 1.19-5.96, P=0.017).

e CONCLUSION: Serum hsCRP is positively correlated
with FBG and HbA1c and can serve as an important
predictor of the severity of DR.

e KEYWORDS:.: high - sensitivity C - reactive protein;
diabetic retinopathy; pathogenesis; predictor; risk factor
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7 DM f5 ™ 5 IR HF0F A 5E, & TAE AR A3 E IR
W, DR B GE AR R R AL DM R | e it R i &%
235 I8 1B (fasting blood glucose, FBG) 7K F . 4R i, B[
T E 4 4 JR 9% BF 5T ( United Kingdom Prospective Diabetes
Study , UKPDS ) % KB 3t 47k 57 A 51 F 5% 6 Y, B ARt ™~ 4%
P il 4 By (0 4% G2 £ B8 2% 0 o B | I R % I B, 2 B DM
(type 2 diabetes mellitus, T2DM ) 5475 1 11 8 55 1) DR
JRIREE S N DR A9 &AL & T, 3R 04 T AR
KT T s 02 H AT AF S A RAELE DR KB R JEH
VEFT 215 FIE 5L, C [ 8 11 ( C —reactive protein,
CRP) Ay JHF I 17 X 4 A o 384 i 7= A 1y 2t 2 PRI 2R P
T 22 Fh 4 BP0 1 18 M R vh & PR DG HEVE T, T4 2 3 ik
oF TR Ak BE B (19 T i, 0 SR O I 5 e 1Y) B AR AR
A= = G O 2 A - = I high — sensitivity C - reactive
protein, hsCRP ) J& F5 38 3 155 7 5B 10 46 0 7 325 Jr 4K 45 1)
CRP V&J¥ ., CRP 1E N —Fh G5 1) 2 F 20 L B -, vl 4 2F
AL B I 4 P 2 A= K D F (vascular endothelial growth
factor, VEGF) BY/E R, 5341, hsCRP J& DM 3 0 I3
W bR 2 —, B 5 B 40 ) 68 BE 5 2 6k 5 Z K4t
™', HAT CRP X DR %A % J i 52 i AL % AR 58
S, ABESE B ER DT T2DM B % 17 hsCRP 7E DR
BAEEEPRIMER, A DR 1 &£ 5 % BRI 74
YIERRIC ), S A B 0 4 T bR B S

1 W& FFE

1.1 3% [ HLEC TR, HEE 2017 4F 6 H & 2024
E10 A (N ERIEEREYT ) T AR B B K 2% Bt g Ak 52
[ EE BE HR B B2 i 187 141 187 HE T2DM F3# A4,
AT E A % R SE . b, B3 107 4] 107 (R, % 80 4]
80 MR, AFE#A 32-79 (F-1 58.68+9.72) % . 4N AbR#E. (1)
RIS =18 4 5 (2) DM S 40 A b o - AR 90 55 (B PR 93 2
2> ( American Diabetes Association, ADA) 2017 R FR% E
YT RRUEY B2 1 T2DM B35 (3) DR B 0 A BRI
4 ADA 2017 4£( DR : ADA 573775 B ) #5112 A4 A5 43 5 7
I 95 00 X AR A2 ( non—proliferative DR, NPDR ) (3% J 1
B PR 995 40 R K5 22 ( proliferative DR, PDR) f.3%, HiE
BRARIE . (1) FE A At 0 T 52 g 1) R0, o S i e
AP AH OGP BB A M | A R A T a5t A 1 A0 DR B 0
(2)6 moW#EZ i FE T FRIANEFRNEE; (3)
r T AR P JE 6 A IR 1l G VR R AR TS M R B R (4)
HEMEM S RERR SR EmZEENEE, K
W 53 20 1 0 2 Bh K 24 B g b 5 ) S Be /e B 2% B it
WE (A5 . TRECKYTR2016-055) , 2 5 # 1% 3 & 8
UG R A

1.2 Fik

121 —RRIGERERICE  IEIE A BEE R T
S DM R FE (DM S SR AR 4 [ B0 S v ) 1k
Wik T2DM 2R RBF5E A LI E] ) |8 IR
122 4EFE IR ADA 2017 4E & 4 i) ( DR: ADA 57,
Girs WLy i A T2DM 35 DLERIR A4, F LUSUIR iz Wi
PSR P R ) — ARAE A A LR, 43 4 A DM 4 \NPDR
21 PDR 4, MUHR¥TC DR ) DM & B2 % DM 41 ;
NPDR £ 4 ## AE — R 38 DR, H XUIR ¥ 00387 4 1l 45
A B PDR 4k B DU 2 /0 — IR o 390 00 ) O /i R 485

A AT, P AN 0 RS o A i A A B, B A
A5 TP BRI ok 2 B T G A | i R P A O (0 HR I TR
AH G2 AR T 7 2 49 15 BUR (swept —source OCT, SS—
OCT) L K 2 AH - 1 J2 4514 145 W12 (optical coherence
tomography angiography, OCTA) #j12 .
123 £ emEtnel g2 8 hG, A mH
BEAE L 2F 810 22 [6] 322 32 1L RRE AR SR AR | LAAKG N 1y 375 v
25 MR A (FBG) AL 121 25 [ ( glycated hemoglobin alc,
HbAlc) DL K hsCRP ( JHUR738 35 G 8 175 5 e h 3 ) 45 G s A=
FRFG PR . AR IE L0 WE B 23 /958 955 4 il Hh o0 ( AHA/CDC)
O MR RIAEAR S TAEAL L, hsCRP /K43 K
PIZH ; IEH 4 (<3 mg/L) PSR A (>3 mg/L) ",
124 RAKE A EEYEZ L REHE A, 15 i
{57 IEA0 77 (best corrected visual acuity, BCVA) A4 fil =
AR P FE 2 ( TX20 4 A SRRz b IR T ) 4 BUAT 8 s
A (SL-TE 24007 i ) |, DA K i AR RS A A (fi 1 42
FrHE R MR ) . DASUHR B 35 B 0 o0 A7 R (IR
HEARRG A (CR-1 S i AR IS FEAHL) . SR 9 mmXx9 mm
FISTE AR B SS—0CT ( DRI OCT-1Atlantis $131%) #
LRI ALLRE BB B H MR, SR BE
X 6 mmx6 mm F4 75 B Y OCTA (DRI OCT-1 Atlantis
FHO) KAty IREUITA AALR A AL 45 2 OCTA
MG PO IRFY B A 2 i AR 9 [ B DR ™ 5 R i %
X DR B HHT K
125 HEAEITE i Power Analysis and Sample Size
(PASS2023) BRI T T REA 5, AH0E T I A T 52 6 45
B CRERETE R A EE (1-beta=90% ) I FTHE T, figts LI
95% 1) & {5 7K - ( alpha = 0.05 ) 46 I 3] = 21 2 i) (4 b 35 2%
S, B T I B/ MR AR R R 13 6], %5 R E] hsCRP [ 1L
WG K EAFAERERARZE 5, AT ol R AR A 2 44
hnEl 50 @R L

Bt 2 4 0. R JH SPSS23.0 HEAT G it 4 M. I
Kolmogorov—Smirnov F1 Shapiro—Wilk & I $4 4 1E A4, £5F
HIERI AR x+s 3k, R 7T &40 64T
A A AP A IE S i T 3R L M (P, , PLy) 3
ik, R Kruskal - Wallis H K 56 #F 17 41 18] 22 5% 73 #r .
Spearman FHEME A PEAL hsCRP 5 FBG  HbAle HYAH &
PE, B EK Logistic [FIHHTIEAS DM FEHE | & 1l R A2 |
FBG .HbAlc & hsCRP 7K-F-X} DR f“H R E R, £ H
& Logistic W15 4341 DM 5 £2 | &5 1l H 95 F2 L FBG . HbAlc
J hsCRP 7K~F-5 DR ™ E #£ i (DM 41  NPDR 41 #1 PDR
H)ZEHFEFR, P<0.05 NEFEAGIHFE X,
2R
21 BB AW 187 #1187 IR T2DM £
B/ E) DM 41 58 141 58 R ,NPDR 4H 67 4] 67 R , PDR 4
62 1l 62 I, DM 4155 34 ] 34 R, % 24 i 24 R ; 4F %
35-78 (144 59.22+10.15) % , NPDR 415 38 {4 38 iR, %
29 14 29 HR ; 4F 4% 32-77(F-19 59.16+£9.72) % . PDR 41 %
35 14 35 W), 2z 27 5] 27 R ; 444 3679 (*F1 57.66+9.37)
%, SULUBEEN ARRE I R R LA, 22 RS
(¥ P>0.05), DM 20 NPDR 41 H1 PDR 41 #9 DM ¥
F FBG 7K°F \HbAlc ZKF hsCRP( =3 mg/L/<3 mg/L) I
B, ESAGIEE L (¥ P<0.05) WK 1,
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2.2 T2DM ##& hsCRP 5 FBG & HbA1c BI#H X%

Spearman A 3¢ 7% 43 # & 7%, hsCRP 5 FBG (r, = 0.210,
P=0.004) HbAlc(r =0.145,P=0.048) £ A, LI 1,
2.3 hsCRP R EEfE4 K EZxt DM 471 NPDR AKX
PDR AHIEN Ll DM NPDR I PDR KA ¥ H 48 & | 4F
W e DM R FE 7 IR S R FBG . HbAlc hsCRP
B 7 N R F Logistic [IHRER . 047 & B,
DM % # (OR=1.05,95%CI:1.02-1.09,P=0.006) .FBG
(OR=1.15,95%CI:1.05-1.26,P=0.003) .HbAlc( OR=
1.46,95%CI:1.22-1.74,P<0.001) .hsCRP (OR=2.78,
95%CI:1.34-5.78 ,P=0.006) /&5 Wil DR k1 & J& i 7%

fEfER R, W& 2,

24 ZEAEEF Logistic B3N T DREE X R EK
HE AFEHEGFER SIS, L DM 41 NPDR 41 #1 PDR
éﬁﬁﬁéiﬁ%,@ﬁgi%ﬁf? Logistic [|] ) A5 7Y 4y
Mr& 3, DM %5 Fe (OR=1.06,95%CI:1.02-1.11,P =
0.005) .HbAlc(OR=1.35,95%CI:1.10-1.66,P=0.004) .
hsCRP(OR=2.67,95%CI:1.19-5.96,P=0.017) J& DR ¥
TR EE, WK 2, ZHZ A JF Logistic 15 A
(—2log likelihood =376.225 4K LA 55 P=0.002, 8L 5 1L
JE P=0.195) £ W], hsCRP 5 DM % 2 . HbAlc Hp [R] 4 #F
DR ALK,

%1 DM 4 NPDR 471 PDR A& EH& TR

44 51 %k AEIE (XEs, %) PESI (/2 ) DM JERE[ M(Pys,Prs) a]l  WMUEFEFEL M( Py, Pys) a]
DM £ 58 59.22+10.15 34/24 8.00(3.00,15.00) 0.25(0.00,10.00)
NPDR #H 67 59.16+9.72 38/29 11.00(8.00,18.00) 1.00(0.00,10.00)
PDR 4 62 57.66+9.37 35/27 12.50(8.00,18.50) 1.25(0.00,9.25)
HX/F 0.512 0.058 9.540 0.687
P 0.600 0.972 0.008 0.709
2 5] 1% FBG[ M(P,5,P5) ,mmol/L] HbAlc[ M(Pys ,Pss) %] hsCRP( =3 mg/L/<3 mg/L, Bil)
DM 41 58 7.38(6.13,9.30) 6.80(6.10,8.10) 6/52
NPDR £H 67 8.50(7.35,10.60) 7.60(6.90,8.60) 9/58
PDR 4 62 8.96(7.10,12.39) 8.55(7.10,10.25) 18/44
H/X*/F 10.447 20.659 8.477
P 0.005 <0.001 0.014
%2 DM 4A.NPDR 4870 PDR £ hsCRP R H {55 Bk B = AN
HE B SE OR Wald X 95%CI P
DM R 0.052 0.0191 1.05 7.44 1.02-1.09 0.006
1o I A 0.004 0.0176 1.00 0.06 0.97-1.04 0.801
FBG 0.141 0.0469 1.15 9.05 1.05-1.26 0.003
HbAlc 0.375 0.0920 1.46 16.61 1.22-1.74 <0.001
hsCRP ( Ref: <3 mg/L) 1.022 0.3733 2.78 7.50 1.34-5.78 0.006
Ol 10 R A (RN 4
(mmo1/L) (%)
' ' 1.0 IEMK
. _— 0.5
RECRAED S 045 0

(mg/L)

05 ‘
10 SR

E 1 T2DM 23# hsCRP 5 FBG X HbA1c BIHHE 517,

R () -
R (2% k)  r—e—
BRI R A -»
IR CAED -
BEAG LA 1 (%) L ]

2B Cmmol/L) -»

i C RN R (B%<3mg/L) E L °

LeAt e 95% 845 X 18] PAE
0.99 (0.96-1.02) 0.476
1. 09 (0.62-1.94) 0.763
1.06 (1.02-1.11) 0. 005
1.01 €0.97-1.04) 0.789
1.35 (1.10-1. 66) 0. 004
1.04 €0.93-1.16) 0.513
2.67 (1.19-5.96) 0.017

I
0 1 2 3
Lefii bt

2 ZBEZXAF Logistic BB 5347 DR RERXRIBERER,
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3itie

AW LG R LW L hsCRP K F5 DR 9% 4 K&
X, ZHEAIT Logistic [HIH 4> iiE 5, DM 9 |
HbAlc % hsCRP J& DR %/ K JE I FER H 3K . hsCRP 5
FBG HbAlc BIEAAC, DR J&FE 20-74 % siAF N KW
M EBFEE ) BIESE 18 M R AETE DR R0 e ke
SEEAE R VR SRORE SR 1 9 R DA B R P
ML PR ¥, CRP 3% i g 7 4 Sl JHF 45 B, %o B A% 4 i L
AIBAAER], AT BOE AMA FR e A T A AR T AE O K
ZEJIERIE A, CRP A% S VEGF 35 DR 1%
Ji& . hsCRP Bk Ay i i RAE /K- IR R4, 3 i Al i 48
JiE I 2 A, O 0 I A5 548 M s Pl 2 A
AL AER A DR B H B hsCRP KT 5
S A8 AR P A OC X — R AT R LR e L
HAFAETAE LA, BIMIRKOF SRS 28 5 S v AT BE I 2 DR
BUHERE UL, hsCRP /F 0 AT W U 45, 0] o DR =i fE
AR R K iR PP A S R

AR L HEA P Logistic |19 %5 H 478 hsCRP
AREZ 5T DR MR LK, %5 LU BF R 45 2R —
' BUAIESE AT LU hsCRP X DR 94E F AL . BF
X3 B, CRP il i #4015 M % - ¥ UL 40 MY ( vessel smooth
muscle cell, VSMCs) R 1 FeyR I a 324K, 175 5 40 i P9 7%
4 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) A9 A= A%, , 3 — i P2 4K i
F NADPH %A fL /i 4 (NADPH oxidase 4, Nox4 ) F i ¥,
CRP 5 FeyR Ila ZAAS5 5 5, fill % Nox4 525 M I 3
S, NN 2L ROS 17228, A2 W) ROS E— 25 300 e
SEEF AP -1 F NF-«B, fig #E 42 4 40 g H 7 MCP -1,
IL-6F1 ET~1 9, 4=, ) 51 % VSMCs BIJE T e 4h,
CRP X (UM A5 A B2 200 J 5 A7 5 O 19 418 1L A8 A= )V Y 48
IMZH LA 5 1) 35 MG, F IR N B 40 0 52 4 CD32 Al
CDoO4 [k AL HEIMLAE N B 40 A 4 5 I RS FNAE IR G54
W, % F VEGF 2 & 2/KDR . ifiL /N i A A= 4 K A 1
(platelet—derived growth factor, PDGF-BB) .DNA £5& /43
fb 1 3 [ 3£ 35 30 fl F (inhibitor of DNA - binding/
differentiation—1, ID1) . Notch % JiE % 5% A T ( Notchl #
Notch3) LA K Il & A= 1175 5 7] 61 (cysteine—rich angiogenic
inducer 61, CYR61/CCN1) )3 3Kk FIEE € 1k, 78 118 T2 i
TS F BB BER A OPE R . Ak, #EdE DM 4
PFF, CRP 7K Fh 8 23 5 S5O0 I S Ty 8 T ek AR 00 e st
FEWD . E DM R, CRP [ B 3k I 1 #0L po fss pf
ZARIE AU T, TRl CRP A2 3E T DM 5|5 % 40 W i
1 44 45 i R TG 240 L 40 ol AR B, AE SR S A T R
77 (oxygen—induced retinopathy, OIR ) #< %l i CRP 1) 13 &
Tk T ECIL R AR i TR Y HL BT R, CRP
i3S CD32/NF-«B {5538 175 5 40 199 [ 4 i A2 1 4801
NECR A8 RE Y L AE R PR 15 1 AN I & RE 3R B ( Diabetes
Control and Complications Trial, DCCT) BAZ H7, %} 1 391 14
DM £ (1) 5 AE FI N B B BE B - bm i ) 1 7K~ 34T 1716 a
MR ES . R &I, 5L CRP /K1 LA, Jo i I g
7S Y R Y CRP 7K - 58 28 08T 00 ) 59 228 1% A8
(P=0.042)""", — TR ST 224 GIAEILAE 18-70 4 (1
DM FEE (R WA 5 /s, 7E 8% T AR PR DM
T2 HbATc WM B RS ALC A8 0 s A R R, &

L hsCRP 7KV Tt 55 5 @ 8 77 19 DR 2Z 8] £ 76 1E AH ¢
(P<0.05)"" S LUEEREIE AR 2 A BF 9 1 IR T
HbAlc 5 hsCRP Z [a] 4 #H O B x5 rf [ B4 N DR &
Az R RS R SE ) Sl it — 2B A2 S 1 ROAEFE bR 5 4 S
PRI DR AOZE A4 B T $2 408 T8 AL, A EE A
7 DR A H 2 WA R T 100 R A

M4 AHA/CDC #1324 hsCRP>3 mg/L I, & A0 L
PN ) XU Sk 2 3G, R A S e O e e T T
B hsCRP 1A IR A A BRI 1) 2 RE Bk i 0, 42
M SAAL BB, ARFREE IR, 24 hsCRP>3 mg/L
i, 5 hsCRP IEH [ DM ABEAH L, DR %A= AR J i XU
ThE 2.67 7%, I, hsCRP >3 mg/L 7] BE Jl o~ — Fh ¥ 76 1Y
TN DR %A K JRGH RARIC Y, AL, 78 55 — T 5] Xt
WEHFSE b, R RE & B0 hsCRP /K S T+ 5 5 DR #F & A4
KB fH 2t TR hsCRP V5 S 1 E AT /04T, R
P AT 2 g AU i FE A0 3, A F 98 % HE AHA/CDC
B R HEAE 1Y 4 R R E (hsCRP >3 mg/L) VE M il S, -
JEIH TR ) DR XURS: TN B LA B R 38 3 1

AWFFE4E R4 WK% hsCRP 5 FBG  HbAlc & i & 1F
A, H'5 FBG WA &M 5, X 5 DLAR R X T2DM (1) F
FEAERA—F  Seo P HFIE K B, HbAle \FBG /K7
F1 hsCRP Z[AIFFFAELMOCHE . —FhHLHE B AL & ™ 1)
oI AR BT B R R AR, 5 — R AT Re AL 2 =
M BESE ] NF-kB, NF-kB J& 985 P K 4 VSMCs 1 Ik
A Z2 A2 R FIE S ok o A0 1 £ L PR 1) S B 5, A
MAEHE T DR B EAK I, WFIR R, hsCRP /K- 148
1£5 HbAle K TR AL L FBG /K-35 £k ELAT B 58 i 41
et HALHI A FEit— 98, Seo %7 5@ i 43 2015-
2017 4E & F fd B 5 5 F5 46 A& 18 & ( Korea National
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey, KNHANES) FA 2
P, WF5E K B HbAle /K F-FifiZE hsCRP 7K - (14 38 i 1 & 3%
HAn(P=0.001) , T2DM £ hsCRP 41X 19 1 7] B 5 i
By ZHCHTHE AT O, 8 1k SAE 1T LAE R I 5 R AL 15 =
FIFE T2DM KA 5

A FE o 0T BRI 5, #6500 1) & 9 L T v 4
PEE LR, (IR EA — 2 B RIBR T, angh A i 4
T 1 T Am ARy , AL GO T e 5 i F 55 e
T M/ NEEAC R (B A REAR B R, 5/ H e
B9 BT, A0 LY R Y TL—6 45 98 5 PR 7~ 4 P ] 4 )
Tt g SR , ARSI A IEFE R T B RIS T Y
BABNF 78 647 PR SR 0 ZR I LA B9 5 T IR S LAt

zi E R ABFIEIE S, M3 hsCRP 7KSFJ2 DR & 4E
KB E LG P FR , hsCRP 5 FBG HbAlc /KF & IE
M, B, L7 hsCRP AR A I IR # 1 09 4= L 48 4, 78
i A 52 B8 v oy %o HL o AW 000 76 I PR 47 B T A vl 75 2
VI HAR b, AT Sk DR Y 390 391 B Fn v 97 $2 404
XHE.

il 25 0 57 AR AR SO AE A £ o
13 STk A5 B XIAORG | SR TR 18 SO S B T, A 5
G R T, SCER 35 BAR = BRIGE SR, | Bz SRR R Ui
8 OB R AU e SCIE R B, BT R B R O
EIFES 52 3:p e N
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