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Abstract

e Ketone body metabolism plays a significant role in the
development and progression of diabetic retinopathy
(DR), which closely related to the system and local
metabolic disorders as a
complication of diabetes mellitus. Previous research has
established a close relationship between dyslipidemia and
DR progression. Ketone bodies, comprising B -
hydroxybutyrate, acetoacetate, and acetone, are
metabolic products generated from fat breakdown when
glucose metabolism is impaired. Studies have revealed
that ketone body metabolism is intricately linked to
multiple pathophysiological processes in DR, including
oxidative  stress, inflammatory  responses, and
neurodegeneration within cells. This
provides a review exploring the impact of ketone body
metabolism on the pathogenesis of DR, and
systematically reviews the latest research progress on the
impact of ketone bodies on the core pathological links
such as retinal vascular barrier destruction, glial cell
activation and  angiogenesis  through metabolic
reprogramming, epigenetic modification and cell signal
transduction, so as to provide a theoretical basis for in-
depth understanding of the metabolic driving mechanism
of DR.

e KEYWORDS: diabetic retinopathy; ketone body
metabolism; oxidative stress; inflammation; neuropathy

major  microvascular

retinal article

Citation: Li JX, Zhang YY, Shao Y. Advances in the role of
ketone body metabolism in the pathogenesis of diabetic retinopathy.
Guoji Yanke Zazhi(Int Eye Sci), 2025,25(10) :1623-1627.

03ls

H R 97 AL 9 5 ZE (diabetic retinopathy, DR) J&— Ff
PR e IUBEIR 25175 S 7 A O R R Y ™ R A
7, B ] S BUR AT SR WY (RWE s MR R Il A8 0 A i o %oF
59 TG AN R SERI A STEA T I 25 2 A B 4 SR i )
TEME PRI AHE T, DR 19 23R B % 22.27% . {E 2021
8, IR 5.29 ACHER IR B AR EE R 6.1%.
W3] 2050 4F , ERTA 13,1 fCWE IR & . DR &
P ARG U A BRI T A 0 G A L
RIS 2% , ST Y H S TE TR AR BRI & i Bl
i, ARk BR AR ™ Py B AR 7E DR &5 HIL il (9 1
B2 BN

B ARAE S T BEE R I 7R A 20 ik 1) v ) 7= ), LB 4 2
Bt 2 MR ( acetoacetic acid, AcAc) . B - T MR (B -
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hydroxybutyrate, BHB ) I A il ( acetone ) , #F 55485 H7 | 1E
IER AR BORAS R MU LR P G 28 BRI AEAE . TEIE
WAMRE T, ARG 2R 50 i B 4 K SF 38 5 1% T
0.5 mmol/L, YAt T2 5-6 wk FRAS T, R A 7K - ]
T+ 6-7.5 mmol/L; 1M 7 A A5 214 54 hil i PR s 28 2 1A
P EAR S B E R AIA 25 mmol/L, X &M T & MRS
HPE B R 5 2 A 6 oA X B = KR B R KL (insulin
resistance , IR ) , 35U i 5 A 5 14 ) 7265 A0 45 SBCFN R F B
3, UeBd  ALARRE A AR X & AR G A ) IR N 41 2 8l B 3
e e g IS AEZ N R =R ) 1B = € N N IR
W W R AR AR A, AR B e AR 2 R LA SR A PR 2
7= AE | SRAE B IR, X6 40 P R 4 2 7= A B i), ] AL )
5 DR KAEHLHI 2 VIFHOC . A SO AER 5210 DR & 9%
BILTI 0 AR B AT 2R3R S TR FIARYT DR $R AL 10 S8 i
1 BHB 7£ DR R 1EA

BHB f746 F ML b, 7 4 0B 1Y 78% , 1E # 15 it
T, AR I3 FIA 229 1Y BHB KPR 7E 0.1 mmol/L 72
A WURIRAS TR, JHE I 434 st i A A AR5, 1l b BHB 7
F 2 1-2 mmol/L, KA 28 & A5 % 6-8 mmol/L D I
— B & F 20 mmol/L, ¥ & SBERAE R H 8 . AL EZLLE
FEE AR W 19 BHB ¥ B (0.5-8 mmol/L) i SERlAIF 58 H7E
DR HWAE, BHB &2 Ak X DR Y & ALl A ik f
HAEZE W, HaitfF 524+ T BHB J#4% DR dF &b &
PR SAE 1 TR K A 2 A 4 AL A T
1.1 BHB 5E&W A # A AL HUE DR A&k i 72 1Y %
HLH] 0o R ML Hh R A e 2 I AL 2L, AR T HoAth
ZHAL, 0 IR X 4 114 4 BRI g R 25 W S AR AR O i, TR
BEAENE DRI 45 A1 T A0 W B 5 - 32 1) 480 A0 L 3 42 4
BEAN B8 R B L B 4 el i /KT S BT A Ak B
RG22 (Al A T, I 330 DR 19 &4

WFoE 0, 2 BHB ABS /N BRI P A0 I 30K 7 2
ERRAR . HHLHE B T BHB @k 08 20 25 11 25 2 B AL
(histonedeacetylase, HDAC ) [ 3 14 M 1fij 52 i & A #L
il . HDAC VB h—2RE AR , 6 3 K Rk 4 b &
LT AR, % E R 5L RE s il 1 i 2 WAL /B H 14k
AR AR BR AR , R i B R St AR 41
1 LA A S B A% 24 v i A8 M 2 — , HiAE DR h
VR AL A 45 A 1 o A T 5 1 % 1 AR e A2 3800
X IR 8 2 B BT M LA ROt 98 95 PR RS0 36 IR 3 38 11 1A
FEEHEZA T, BHB ER 1 28 HDAC 1 P R Fn 4 5 4
SRR B A AT P ) R s W L o N O 1= v
WK kAl BHB %t HDAC Y40 il 5 6 55 14 % {4 A
FRAH DG, Ho -t A 355 G AR S BT PR T Foxo3a il M2
MR 224k, JH 5 mmol/L BHB AbFE HEK293 4 it 7l 4 fin
Foxo3a Fll M2 Jii sl FAb i 42 1 L kAL, 5 HLix 2 A~
Y14 HDAC1 1 HDAC2 JEFEME T , 534 Y Foxo3a il
M2 5 P — 3K, T A 8 1k AR N B, A AR R BPE Y DR
g HERE A B ML A5 203 2 FTIESE, i BHB 1)
il AL R BT BE N DR AT AE TR 7 A
1.2 BHB SR RAETTH DR A4t #2, 78 DR B
R e DR, A0 A A 2 (TIL) - 1B, L -6,
NLRP3 A AE/IMAFN i YR58 K T — o ( TNF - ) S35 5%
I A1 35 Al 086 22, Q00 Do 5 /) 5 T3 4 R B I 4

1624

M SRR AT 45 R I 2R RAEM R I 2 5 |
H AR A, 5 U — 40 R 55 % ( blood retinal barrier, BRB)
eI FI R 204145 , Nk DR e
1.2.1 NLRP3 #fE/NEK  NLRP3 /MAK & NOD #f 37 &
(NLRs) H)—&B43, B 2 1 NLRP3 20 il i 747 ¢ A4 B 25k
#5157 ( apoptosis associated speck —like protein, ASC ) Fl2f
B R AT — 1 ( caspase—1) 2 M, NLRP3 %M /MK 5 ASC
BAE ,,ﬁ\iﬁﬁﬁi caspase—1 B ,ﬁﬁi NLRP3 /MA TG 1L 3
HE—25 I IL-18 1 IL-18 A& ARl , it 5 BRI
SR I R T A O R 45340 R BRI T A A AR R
TR A PN B 20 i, TE B 4 A9 NLRP3 48 M /MR AH 56 Bl 43
T ML T A IR T S B 4, NLRP3 B A a5, 4
JLYE T 3R B G A A | 40 i T o B A T A P R BOR
NLRP3 RP/IMAZ: 5 5L 0] 2 0 2055 % 40 9 JE Ay 468 4, A
75 T 08 4 62 £14) ) E AN 254

BHB A B #2401l NLRP3 # 4 /MA, B 1 K™ 4ME, U5
> ASC SERALRBESIE B . WL AEWE/> NLRP3 RAE
IS0 NP A M P A IL- 18 S IL—18 5] 1 AH ¢ g5
JH, IS DR S SER Y B NLRP3 4
/NS 5 g PR O R AR A R TE B, B STIA R,
NLRP3 % PE/MA S DR A9 ™ 5 F2 ¥ 52 1E A 5¢, BHB i i
FLHEPI ] NLRP3 4 E /N4 B 30K 11 B 5k 4E 2% DR 19 &
J& AT LIFESN DR B B30 S RT s,
1.2.2 NF-kB #%H T «B(NF-«kB) fE4 DR f4 5 g8 57
HF,5 DR B & AR E UM 5C, DR HHFLL iy = i b
REE AT B AR T e SR, NI NF-kB %%
SRR, NF—kB B T X 22 R i 45 95 25 A 26 B 43
T AN A R R S AR 4 R B 7
Az A0 D) 5 40 I A5 PN B ) R B A R 40 i % 2K BRB
A5, e 2 T SO0 o0 B de i, B 4 A0 A 0t A A A

BHB 38 s 41 il S AE AT o () BV =2 /1N 5 41 v )
IkB—a FEAF AN T DR A 90 ) TkB 2 41 i Y
NF-«kB 15538 i i E 2306 7, K IkB-a /& NF-«B
WPE R EE PR Y kB Bz R Ak R )
NF-k B % (9 8 225045, BHB 7] 1] [kB—o 1972 Z 1015
fife , PETI AN 6] NF-kB (838006 F%% 5%, BT NF-«B 89 T liF
55, P 22 SR AE 1 R R BRI, AT AR o Y 285 8 B
S/ (1K= a5 a2l (1K= R B e (1WA R A S e SR
IR RS ) i A T AR A A0 M A RE AR, AR
BRB'™ B DR JE 109 958 K, XF DR P2 A 1E [/
123 0-3 EAMFAEAEE BHB 7210 A b BE KR
PEFEHUAT 0-3 ZAMHPRIIR (0-3PUFAs) /9 LU, (i
TRURTUAR M5 R 1) B o AR & 4 — 2 I BT R AE T, IR
DR A9 £ KU

w—3PUFAs V00 0 5 1) 3 24 i o 2 — , LR 2L
FLAE o= RRIR \ — ik FLU& R ( EPA ) Fl - ik 7S i R
(DHA) %, W58 &I 0-3PUFAs fEMSAE N R HAE
MM ES SN FRIESE, B RIEEM . o-3PUFAs
2L A 5 M 4 P R G5 A0 ) DIy R S R Y A S,
IR AR ALHE U AR P T R B D R RT3
Sy 2, DT IR 89, A 46 T R 95 6 IR DR K HoAth
F14 00 1) 3 2 B R A VE T . TAMA IRABHIR I /R H%
A 0-3PUFAs & 2 L2 4F AR DR A9 800 KU, (] B
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16 SALA-VILA #4716 a BIBF5E T EF % 2 611 5] 2 %Y
W PRI B 5 S0 1R 500 mg PUFAs BRI TR, 45010
IR TIREE AR GG YT O B, B A PUFAs 35 2 il i
500 mg/d 255, M FTHEAR L BT AL, 177 # DR
) R XU, I8 SR AIR 48% , iMF— 2P IESE T PUFAs 7 Fil B
DR 5 T B B RR . MR IR A w—3PUFA ¥ 5 4
PERR DB IR Horh EPA FIl DHA 78 s ik ik
KHEVER, & £ Zl R 8 NF-«B 235 F it &1k
VARG 5 PO 32 AR B BECR FEPT R VERT
1.3 BHB 5#%&ZFEF DR 1R B F 2R 2 i
IR 65 DA B AR D) B o 28 A 1 ) A8 b, DR 530 0f 9 4R 30
00 P A7 RO DS PR ST A A A R 1T R S B0 2 R R
FE i T R RSN A | S50 S AR R RN R R
FOBEFIA Y p e eI 5 T LA A T R e 2
EHHT (BDNF) N &0 & B M E BN K, 7F
DR e SRR BFFTUEI 2 R B IR B
R T AN R AR RN B 4 () BDNF % 7 3
JF A1 mRNA 7K FYIREAE, X DR B B B 78
RS BE RIS FEE DR 6, L3 B9 BDNF ZKF 3%
RA™ I RHFSE C IE B ™) BHB BEfS 458 BDNF fit %
ik, BDNF Ji 8+ X3 i 240 5 1 S Wk Ak /K - 7E BHB (1752
Wil R g B IRl BHB 38 23476 BDNF A& B py 33k i
FIR L E R . BHB BEHE ML X BDNF 2 1)
TR o | RN 0D A IO 28 ) N K SRS ) '% Sll<
AR REARBUL S 15 5%, BFFTHEN BHB 2 —Fh g
s AR BRI B AR AR R4 b 2 e i i, Il 2 Rl
5 KR BDNF 1977 A2 Rk et 4R P 4 8 70 1) fie
2 AcAc Xf DR B9

AcAc AENEIAACH =9 A BRI 20% 2247, 7E 1l
Wrh Ay & i L BHB 20 R TERBEIREE T, AcAc
WP TR e R e, R A0 i P s AR
W HE Sy 58 TN BR A1 BHB™ . 7E DR ', AcAc 1] gl it &
Fpig e ZAEVE . AE 0 AN M BE 2 9 R U, AcAc X 40 R i
PR 220 B AR AH B BB 1 SR, BEAR, AcAe IR TTRES 50
VR 55 1L A5 P B2 AT R T PR BE LA R RAE g AR Ak 38
AR, AcAc K- T AR AT R -S540 I 5% i A A2 45 LA
K SRAE 7 B A | 3k S0 BRI R AT RE R LR SRR
TR T P95 1 1
2.1 AcAc S| R Fi A C Bk B o] DL 980 B4
JH 2T 200 BT P R 200 B S A O K T ) s R R A 29
TGV R PRSI J2 RE (1 JLRP M5 53l i Y L AR R I
p38—-MAPK 3 ¢ 4F A7 DR % 85 2238 [ =2 — | 1238 I 7T A
HEWRAL B R 175 S O R R BRUASE AR F i A7 i L ) B
ARG . p3SMAP I8 B A BTG T DAtk — A5 A S Ak
REOKE AcAc AT LS 3o 3406 1% 37 /9 K BRI 41 i
B ERK1/2 F1 p38MAP 3 fif, M M 52 i 45 1k 7 3%
7J( S [34] .
2.2 AcAc S&AE  FRMR A=A 23 R g A i T P Y S K
B J2E 20 il —— P M 20 6 ) G BEHILAE , IR B 2R E | 200 Ff
7 W A G 5 AL A 24 R L A2 BN A s b B
FER I AcAc BT LI LPS i S B9 W5 4 op ks 2 i 48
9iE {530 B UG B — PR TR, AR A DO

[FI¥ B (0-2 mmol/L) 1Y AcAc AbFR 54 18 67 41 At 3t
R T4 01, BB AcAc b FR)E IL-6 IL- 1B F
TNF-o mRNARYR K B EFEK, BX AcAe BAT—E M
VI BE MO, FCHLA AT RE & AcAc i 4 #01 IKKB I8 i
PE, TSR 5 R 1 7= A P2 AR B R AVE . AR SCHEDN
AcAc TE DR WKk 42 R S h b i 3] — & Bt R AEH], B
RS HLHLA T 2 — 5T
2.3 AcAc EMMERMERHE WAL 10 mmol/L LA
THY AcAc XTI A MMM, B 10 mmol/L 1) &
F A AcAc I 359 PH 2800 A7 15 BE T, A R k2 2
MRS AR A, IF W E R AR v IR (b I %, i — 2P ol
DA 5l G0 73 | R P ol 42 7 A0 R ) AT Sk B gk SRR
AcAc X2 Tonl DI 2 A3 EH . FIEF AcAc o] fifi 28
TOZARE (AR IR B 5T A T35 P e i S 4 i S AR L
BT T bel -2 FRIBFBAA L W% T, A T A R
I caspase3 bax Fl CytC #5420 1 & B AR, AT 34 21 %
Bl Bk AR 2 e BT T AE T . 7E DR R BY B, vk
FEY AcAc 3 2 H X 37 45 0l 28 40 M A #8E  E PT IR T8k
INF, JE R TE ] AR (B A 2 4 TR R A 75 B —
AT KB
3 ARt DR g9 0m

PRI A Sy A 5 e/ g —3 4, B o T A 2 1Y)
2% , JLAE DR H A 5 0 i RER AT, T DU TN I T 3 O
P IR B T b (A S AL T L RE ), B0 Bl 48 R e
i, Guo %% 7 il i 4 fi 5 455 70 my 2 B, T < B8 A 38 i
AT AR OR A 1) 5 R | it v o A ) S AL D RE , T &
FERR AR E T . S FRATT AT LA HE DU P IR RT3 e 4 e 4k
BRI DR ) & E R
4 FRiRAC I = 7 DR P HER
41 EHRHM IR IR B IEF SRS RS AERT
TEH A 2 A000] FRPIR A | ST A2 M % 25475 1) 4 i 7 2
BEACITRE T AR, S8 Ak I A 38 B 1 30 () el 2
TR IR 05 22 43 WA 32 450 R I AS 5 A8 o A A AR S 2
FEA AR BOR A AR AL T TRCIRZS A AR
AL BT LAEZ A IR 7 DR % i J v i VB, BT 4k
) A A AR S 3 sk 5 e A8 £ R YK ST B IR X DR AR 3
MAETIRERIBE IR . B AT IR 520 DR A HLE] 1 A B, al
REMLE A IR B C 52y 2 PR S i 0 28 i T 00 DXL - 7K 7 7
i, BT LA S L 8 LI i 2H 2 15 40 e 32 3, B8 L
KRS NO Z [0l i -1, 45845 P9 5 40 M, 5 35 0L T g e
B MBS RAY TR J2 S8 DR MEENE, i
FIWT DR ™8R B () — T 2 AR b, WA A 5 A
[ IR 23XF DR (14 J5 2 B2 AR 31— 2 A i/ F
42 MMERBENKFET MRAREERZFRIEST
B GEFP il P A 228 5T R B A5 80 vp e L 0 i v
X [y y—/ﬁ‘%—f@ﬁ ( gamma—aminobutyric acid, GABA) B
i) 2o A P, LB G PR mTOR i 4% RE A% 10 ) pf
Zou R M SR 2B L R e HEWT, mTOR A3
WO AT BEEAT IR S A K VR JFFE R T GABA R4
RSB R E 2 CEENIEH ., GABA J& 1 M 5
ot 2 ] i v S P 00 2 A 2 3 SO 3 e AR R R 4
A HEE FEL AT R A AR A A 26 T SECH00 IXH) B8 4 A ) 8 1) T30 A
WFgE & B 78 DR L30T, B PR A BRURR IO0 S el 7 % i
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FEBT, GABA i thB 2 T+, #78 GABA 1] BE R AR
JEET AR AT RE . PR K B B GABA 1Y
R R Miiller 40 At A T EIE Ak | 2 1172 5 S5O0 00 A5 %) 20
MBI, 5 RN BRI, BT 8 i mTOR i&
PP GABA JKE Mg e 4 % . 1M GABA
IR 3 i 2 A 0E Miiller 20 B D REAR AL, in s 400 19 g
FE RIS R4 (R TR, 303 5 400 N0 1, A5 % &) T 4L 48, il DR
B T 2
S5INEERE

A AR % DR 45 £ 7 1 B 5% ), HoAE F AL &2 4%,
IR R A B 5, 78 AR O T, R AR AR 5 Bh
Yyt N AL SEOK S T R B A AR B RE ) T R £ )
I 5 okt SR A I AR 5 A6 TR T, B AR AR S e 5 i
AL B RSt A X &b T IR CIRZS b 18] 3% 58 DR
I AERE SZ A, N B ) 8 25 6L 5 A A A SR O R A
mTOR 3 #7232 5 GABA /K-, B AR 28 0 % Ay 1, i
#E Miiller 20 i %) D REIR £L , T 00 159 5 3 f36 0 45 A4 A
o ARG Y .3% BHB  AcAc FITRN R, H i BHB Al
AcAc i tbieZ HOR# EZAEM, BRI X DR & 9 AL il 7=
ARSI TC TP ST . BHB RE ELHEN 4 NLRP3 4 4E /)N
4] DR J0E & 2, SEZE DR 1Y 48 5 M s 28 5 A vk B 1
BHB X 201 e 1) fr 4 /5 A, JLAIL il 2 3 ax s 20 4t i 4 Ak
N7 AR, Uk /> ROS 14 7= A 5 [6] B BHB 38 i3 £ = ML A4 o
w-3Z AL FNE TR 1 B & A5 BT R AVE T, W% DR 1) &
I3 KU s BHB fE B 32 4118 BDNF (1B, 4R E 0 o) i et 28
JCIREERRE A 4, T 28 DR (1 & 0 EFE . AcAc WIFE &
PR S AT R s e A B VR T, AcAc 38 33 I 42 2% 40
I PR ) R 5, AT 00 ) 288 A 38 [ P 980T, R AT A VE
T R VR 1Y AcAc XA 054 0 25 i O 4 Ve 3l 5k I
FTE SR L2 DTN ORI IO O B i) DR U2 ) O S E i ST
PER ., EitAZ5 DR KZIRALHIKF /A8 & DR Biia i
—ANEEELJ ), AE G0 AT M AR 2 i 44X 15 3 I v & i 4T DR
A YR B, el A LAY R S RIE A DL R
8t B AR AR YT B LS T 5 L 2 it — 4
FIRFFE R, SREASCEEAEE ™ AR SCRBE T DR ML
WFZE e LU A Sy v ” MG SERESR BT IR R 56 A B I 44
AR AL IO 5 < ot 2 — 1L A5 — S S5 T 4% v ) 22 A R 9 A
H L, JUHE BHB A9 28 W35t A% P8 45 FIl AcAc B 28 O 37 1
{EL, > 8 1) WA A DR AT ClnAEFRAR & T35 BHB 28
IR ) SR AL T B A |, 2% i B % 60 37 1 s PR e
e

) 55 SR B AR SO AR 25 o8

EE Bk A B . 2 R0 SO S B0 W RR RS R IR IR
HEFT SCHRAG R , Bl 7 b7 5 AR 2 EAT e s 8 SCB Bl &
W, AR B R R SO,

SE 3k
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