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Abstract

e AIM: To make further phenotypic analysis by
establishing the mouse model of specific Smad4
conditional gene knockout in ocular tissue by Cre/LoxP
system of this kind of mouse model.

e METHODS: Mouse of specific Smad4 conditional
knockout in lens ectoderm (Le-Cre; Samd4fl/fl or also
called mutant mouse) was obtained by mating the Pax6
promoter- driven Cre transgenic mouse (Le- Cre) with
Smad4 wildtype mouse ( Smad4 fl/fl). To confirm that
Smad4 has been conditionally inactivated only in the
specific tissue of ectoderm such as lens, cornea and
ectoderm of the eyelids so on. A series of assays were
carried out to reveal the validity and specificity of Smad4
gene knockout at molecular and cellular levels, including
genotyping by PCR, detection of green fluorescence
protein ( GFP) in specific tissue and Smad4 protein. The
expression of Le- Cre from Lacz staining using ROSA26
reporter genes in specific ocular tissue of mice can be
visualized. Preliminary phenotype of mutant mouse was
also observed.

e RESULTS: As early as around E10. 0, strong GFP
expression was observed in the embryonic lens and
periorbital ectoderm of the mice, which showed Le-Cre
was expressed in specific target tissue. Through
genotyping for Smad4, Cre and Rosa genes, the mice
were determined if they have carried Cre, Smad4 allele or
Rosa reporter gene. It was further confirmed by lens -
sampled genotyping that Smad4 gene was removed from
some specific tissue such as lens. The spatial -temporal

expression and tissue specificity of Le-Cre recombinase
was also revealed by LacZ staining of Rosa; Le - Cre
double transgenic mouse. According to
Immunohistochemical staining, Smad4 was widely
expressed in normal embryonic eyes, mainly appearing in
the cytoplasm at the early embryonic stage and were
transferred to nucleus with gestation developing, while in
mutant embryonic eyes, Smad4 was void of expression in
Cre - expressed tissues. It was observed that Smad4
mutant mouse could survive the conditional gene
knockout. But those mice showed abnormal appearance
such as microphthalmia, sunken socket, abnormal eyelid
opening, and eyelid closure failure and periocular hair
loss.

¢ CONCLUSION: In this study, mouse model of Smad 4
conditional knockout is precisely established and lack of
expression of Smad4 in mutant mice is confirmed by
related genetic and proteic detection. Lack of Smad4
expression in specific ocular tissues of mutant mouse can
result in the abnormality of eye and adnexa, which
provides a reliable animal model to investigate the ocular
development and the roles of Smad4 on it.
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B &Y FH Cre/LoxP 2 453 7 HR 41 45 7 ¥ Smad4 FE K
RN RO T2 R AT

Fik it PAX6 JA S FUREN Y Cre # 3L /NEL (Le-Cre)
YERA T m B 1 T 5 B # e S Smadd 2% 14 3 B/ B
(Smad4fl/fl) 454 4575 Le—Cre 7 51 Smad4 5E [H B3 /1N
Rl 28 5 /NEL ( Le—Cre ; Smaddfl/f1) kT 3iF 52 45 {1 1k 3
DR Bl o B R S P A sk, et PR AR /) B s U
YEAT T AR SCIE R 40T, 45 e L 41 4 (6 986 B 11 ( GFP) [ 3%
ik S Smad4 F& A [R]EE A ROSA26 iz 5 5L /N B
FE LacZ Yo 78 Le—Cre EHE@H?F{E/‘J%‘:{:&,#X# Smad4 A%
SN R A AT T AR

ZER.FYEE10.0 2247, RE SO0 B R IR E AR )2 &
PR DECHY GFP ik, W] Le—Cre W H) 30 AE 4% & O #E
ML, EL/ N EIE LT B T /N B U 1
Cre T H 3L A | Smad4 S5k S 2L H F1/58 Rosa R 5
FED X /N B AR DNA 9 35 B 23 B 0 01E 52 Smadd JE R 7E
HAe SRR 2N A B I BR A 7E Cre %35 /N R
FAMRFIER, I8 LacZ Y2 X) Cre T A R IR AT
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Rl , 7R T Cre 541G B 25 33k K H R IR 42U 57
M, Smadd SREH LGN EIER & T BRI L
1Z 1) Smadd ik R 3R T IO B A AR IR & & 1)
BN 5 # 5 T TE Smad4 78 5 BUIRHR , 25 2R R B Smad4 71
Cre FAAMG T K I AL NG = KK, WE LI Smadd
A5 S AT AR A7 AR 230 Rk 4 /0 AR T IR G
W T FF I P 5 A i R HIR JE) 8 & 8 2 i A0

58 E T FE R A A KSE IR IIESE T Le - Cre ; Smad4
F R B BB 57 M Smadd 7EAS /N P R IR I B =
Smad4 7E MR 21 2 B T 30 T IR A B w25 09 B i 8, o
WA T IRER & F M Smad4 X H 2 A HLH A T —1
CIEENsIE7 il

K17 ; Smadd ; 254 PEFE R AR ; Le—Cre #0456 1A ; HR 2 A4
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Smad4 J& Smads I 61 Z — , &5 F TCF-B (5%
FY I NS 5 B o T, B 5 16 1019 32 AR T B
Smadd - FIEWNE S Y, Bl EMME, 5 H e F
PREIVERT, V845 TR B 25 S I i 5% 57" Smadd FE A
Bl ot e RBR G S EGh Y ARG RN AE T DR e X
JETT it — 5 (I RIFY, S A i R e B R 1 Hh B ke 1 3
YIEBEPEMERSE | FeI4 %% 3 R B T e A T A s e S M ) 7
a5 BRTERPR EXF Smadd 7EHR R & & P 04V T BF
FILF—RZE0, BN ERRA IR, MELEHESNE
KB PRI R LR A VR v R R 2 S B A
REHLVE BB HE " R FRATOR A 1 3 A
BRI T, Smadd 3[R 119 2% 16 AR BR T R B4 2 41 41,
DU B gl iff o X HR 5 & & (5, ASBIFSE M A Cre/
LoxP Z4¢ it Smaddfl/fl /NG Fll Le—Cre ( Lens ectoderm
specific Cre) I A/NR g AT Le —Cre ; Smad4{l/11
B A 32 TR o o /DN BRUBE AR S Le — Cire %5 32 IR /N BRUHBE 45
Cre—-IRES-GFP A &, vl 38 i 4% (4 9¢ Y6 25 1 ( GFP) A&
Le-Cre 2LV PERIL Y | ARIFFTA M T ROSA26
HEHEA T LacZ YLt B Le—Cre FHEMIFERE,
1 #RF T &
1.1 B ARSI v B 3l S IR S o B 2 i 5T S
VIR B, Smaddfl/fl /) B SE RS AN K% Dr. Xun
Xu 50 B4 PAX6 Ji5 81 F 421 T 1) Le—Cre % 3K /)N
Lok H 25 AR 05 K2 Dr. David Beebe 52864 ROSA26
WAEFFA /N R26R i &I H £ E Jackson A F], Le-Cre
B/ Smaddfl/fl /N BRAE BE 7= 4 Le — Cre ; Smad4fl/ + /)y
., Le—Cre ; Smad4fl/ + /]y B 4% T £ 55 Smad4fl/fl /)N BLAC L
724 Le — Cre; Smaddfl/fl /N B, RIAIF 98 FIr 75 B 1) 4% 14 1
Smad4 FE KRGS/ (Smad4 CKO /M) o Smad4fl/f1 78R
18 Ry BB Smadd B4 R (Smad4 WT) ; R26R 5 3 [K /)N
5 Le—Cre #IER /N RS J5 H R AR A & #5745 Le—Cre;
R26R MUHL AR, Le — Cre 5% 3E K /N flER R26R % 3L [H]
ANEVE R BT R, Al DA BH AR A G A5 R JERE ) <
ZH A 12:00 A4 0.5d,i88 FO. 5584 /NR A A 24
Hic/E PO, AL 24,
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1.2 5

1.2.1 /RS R ERESA DNA FIRE R EF B &M %
BRI/ BBV B9 i P 4H DNA; PCR 3 51471 Cre
Smad4 2 ROSA26 ¥ B4 40T ;. (1) Cre F1 Smadd ; THAE
P 94°C ,3min; ZRJG 94°C A5 1 305356 °C & M 305 ;72°C HEfH
30s #E47 35 A ;72°C ZEfH 10min, 4°C PRI ; (2) R26R ;
58CHE M 30s, &M, P #51WFH0FE 1, PCR KN
PR 2 B R R I FRL VK T LA 28 AINEE I A% K o W 2R 42 R
it

1.2.2 HAZKWE T S OB T AR BGE S IR 1 Y
INERIERG LR, T 40g/L ) 2 R T b 4°C [85E 1%, B
FERS LK , A AL YA 7. Sum J&, H M HE J @52
e

1.2.3 LacZ 8 LacZ Y& (0 AL il : 5 1 :2mmol/L 54
85,0, 1o/L A IR ER 4N ,0. 2g/L NP-40,PBS(pH 7.0 ~
7.2) TR 2 T EEEC ) B 165mg Bk BALANA T4 1mL K
o TR 3 TR 210mg AR EULENA T8 1mL 7K
YW W 1 5 X-GAL L 19:1 1RS), B ZTFHE S W m
AO0.05mL W 2, A F LR IRA WS ZT A
0.045mL W 3 IR AR IHE pH=7.0,

BGE 24 28 ) H H 5 AR 0T e LacZ 45 JE 4 1) £
R, A B R T BUIR B, R0 B IR 4 DNA 20 b =R
N F40g/L FEE P EE 1 ~2h, Yok s IR0 5 3%, PBS
RURL 1 I N 5 A I RS A 205 R R, VKR
YIR 7.5pum &, /T T4 20min, PBS P85 DA F 41 %
WYL 2min, PBS V5 Lo 70 B R, o2 i s T gk
JFHEAH
1.2.4 RB AL A WY H RS 27K, 10mmol /L
WEIR N 2% 0PI (pH6. 0) Tl PR E %, 30mL/ L H i i
FALE VAT ZE IR R IEE 10min FELT PR S AL Y 4t
JNER—PiF H . Smad4 (1:100) , & VL DAB B4, )62 15
R M IR,
2HR
2.1 Smadd £EHHEFABBRREREERIRNERR
¥F  MIESE Cre 7K B A IRIESMNEZ R IL , Fefl]
K 7 AR AR SMNE 2 R Sk GFP 193635, FBAE E10.0 /£
A1, P9 T IR AR R HR B AR 2 AT DL 5 O GFP R ik
(EI 1A ~D) K57 Cre T BB 5 T H5 e R AL 2098 & 15
Hon] 8 0 L BRI BR A

PCR JE B3 #r s Le—Cre (9% 56 K BHAME 4540 0 — 4%
380 bp K/ HBL(E1E) . Smad4 P59 a Fil ¢ I
a fil b 4T PCR ¥ 3G, J5 & 48 0 S50 JE A AP A 2%
W, WA LF PR 2 A = EGE B AR 3 1 2
FE, T 7 i AR R B AR A, PR ORI /D B3R R A R
Smad4fl/+; 47 — KB R BN HLl—F% 450bp (1) HL KR
RFEFLH A Fy Smaddfl/fl /ML, Smadda/c 51¥)3E T
Le—Cre ; Smadd 1/l H 5 41 i It 3% 35 2H 2 14 531 ok 4 v sl
Al 2B E 52 Cre A5 1Y Smadd 55 140 P I8 12 15 52 4
Smad4 78 R H AT —2% 500bp B9 555 25741 (& 16 &5k BF
7R 57N Smadd B2 Cre S84 VI, T HBF A= 00— 4%
390bp AYHFA= Z57 (16 TR ) .

R26R &K 7 43 M7 1 LA #E B 3 A8 22 2 75 A0 B 5 45
WA L R26R 519 1 5 2 Hli R E &, 511 53
A EFAERI AT . WE TH TR A i Z507 Z2 Y 337bp
S5 J el KPR R B, AT 598bp 457 B AR 4571 | IR Bl 2
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Crel: 5’-TAA TCG CCA TCT TCC AGC AG-3’

Cre 2: 5°-CTC TGG TGT AGC TGA TGA TC-3’

R26R1: 5-AAA GTC GCT CTG AGT TGT TAT-3’
R26R2: 5-GCG AAG AGT TTG TCC TCA ACC-3’
R26R3: 5-GGA GCG GGA GAA ATG GAT ATG-3’

Smad4 a: 5’-AAG AGC CAC AGG TCA AGC AG-3’
Smad4 b: 5-GGG CAG CGT AGC ATA TAA GA-3’
Smad4 ¢:5’-GAC CCA AAC GTC ACC TTC AG-3’

g

E1 Le-Cre ZBEWNLEBEARE RERABLETER LacZ fBEFE A ~D:EI0.0 254 A SR L TR B K R JE 4R 2 0] 04k (1 2¢
FTE H B2 IE (R EHEX20)  E. /MR FUBLZ DNA £ PCR §71 Cre 5 LK &M F . /NEURE 21 DNA £ PCR 471 Smad4 J5 HL ik
s BTN N SRS R R A6, N AR 457 G /D BRI AR DNA 22 PCR §73% Smadd J5 FLVKA5HF . 46 —TKIE N Smadd A5 53
IR 55, 25— Smad4 B 48 LAY BT 4R 547 s H. /N EUBUR ZH 4T DNA 22 PCR 378 ROSA26 J5 B UK 551 . DNA ladder 2o Sy % 35 K] 4%
LA MBS0 . 1~ N LacZ Yo% 5E ;1. E10 2247 B RCFESE R /N U7 SRR & 2B A B R BREE Y s 0, KL ELLL 0 A2 4 Sl A v B TR )
SMRIZ LU LacZ Yot (K RAEHEX20) ;1L, M E14. 5 FURFE LR /MR LacZ Y5 B M BRIE B BH S % L, BEIRE 3 68 H B0FE Stk
e S 2 RIS R R R AMNIRE (M BORAE#Ex10) ;N E15. 5 2647 BV JE /N B LacZ Y (A 45 TH R 4 (I BB 3L FiR) o

B — 4% ROSA26 S5 JE K R AT ik g 2 JL H i 7R Cre
B RIE

2.2 Le-Cre;R26R WEHEERFE MR EE WK 11 frw,
LacZ Y& 0 BLRAE £10. 0 247 F NG 36 IR /N BROHE S AR
RAE RO E R LS R R et (B B AR R AT i
UEB) BB ZLBE I R E 5 DA 56, E1L. 0 247 I XU 3
PRI /N BRUHG f RV B B 1T DA 43, 30 e S e i g | R ] o
JR)JZ LR Cre 20 10 2208 B G, BE RS 22 AT BEA AL I

B2 BRIt (& 1)) s YR R Qe £ 240 T
A PRV A0 A, T IR 2 40 Bt T DL PR e e (B 1K)
El14.5 fRUE RN/ LacZ Je 00 7R SR 1 Bz f e
2 MG 2 Bz R HIR ) B Bk A R S e o g T 6 BRI BTG
R e o (& 1L,M) , E15.5 BYRUE /N LacZ e (0
BT LaRH 2N YA IHBR ZF IR B e ([ IN)

2.3 Smad EEE/NMNREBERPHFRIE H T E10.5,
Smad4 ]2 434 T AR R L A LA S B9 FA AN IR 2 DL R A Y
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Smad4 CKO

) - B

/NEJEHR Smadd R IK. A B TE

¥

E10.5 A MIEIRH,

Smadd4 | IZ FE T AR LI R0 2 B AR R MR J 1] 5, e (8 R BE A TS ; C: E12. 0, #8240 MU A% N Hh B Smadd e (4, (4
iR ;D E14.5 7 AE LA FIRAIZU Smadd Gy Sy 3= 2R BUAE MU , 7 b 1AL B AR MO e (L5, 7 AL 4T 2 N A e G 2850555
E,F:E18.0, SR B2 MIESMNIRIR (N B KA 50 1 A MU A% TS Smad4 58 5% €5 G . BEAT Wl 1A b S 2 1B Hh AR TE AR RS AT X,
Samdd4 e (0t [ 2 55 (ANAEHT TR ) 5 H - HIREG ) S R Bz 2 AR T AL Smadd 58 58 (551 ~ O Smadd 22 57 FUIRHR Smad4 8 K18
AR ;1 E10. 5, Smadd 75 S P TR Y F B MIR)Z LR IR R SRR JZ 5 GBI a0 100 158 X2 rh 2 44U (5 B 5 0, K E12. 0, itk
PRI IRAMEZ 6 Z Smadd 85 1 HYFE (KR ) | W01 1R IERE BATT AT WL Smadd S8 % (0 (7 3kF7R ) s L, M E14. 5, dloiR AR
SMRJZ AEEAIRIG SRR TG Smadd B S 6 (HiF S8k IR ) 5 T A 53R i, 00 o 58 % IR G 1] - F) 2 A% P 1) DL Smadd 32 (5 N,
0:E18. 0, iR{A ABESNIRR AR I SRR [RIFER WL Smadd Se e G (KHG T ), T A5 JE o 240 0 AT HIR B ) Jo 200 73 6 9 2 D e

O EZAR P (R TR) o 3 IR 100pum,

R SMRZE (B 2 A, B) , Sesie G 8 BRI Bt Smad4 45
FLRES A T4 N . E12.0 ZE 4, Smadd (0, A
Ji 2 1) B A e A, 43 40 B A% 0 H B RE AT Y Smad4
(Kl 2C), E14.5 Z£ 4 Smadd BITRENE T FEAA4E T UM
JE 1 R BRI K P9 B A A A% DY AfBR AR b B 4B A A% Y
FEEsR YLy | T Ak G 7 4 20 i A% PN DU e (2 AR 55 B 28 0
B (FE2D) , BT dfeRAA R 20 A 1 21 4 40 oAk 1Y
(]I} Smadd 119 22 15 72 W /0> 5 MR HS: - J& 0[] 5 248 B P A%
WA SR AP (D,, E18. 0 I, Smad4 35K %3k T ok
A aAZ (B 2K, F)  HAEfeR AR R E 3 BB AT X,
2 A% G £ 5, P8 VT A 15 R A IR )2 | B R 4 1 R
2 R AZ T DL g €, (&1 2G ) 5 R RS (1) et 240 Jf 01 iz 4
MAZARA Smadd 5REEYL A (K 2H)
20

2.4 Smadd TERRERAE S Smadd EAREHNUT
E10.5 Z247, Smadd 76 SRR FN LS (9 F A IR 2 DL K
AR AR 2 (B 21) ¥y = Rik, iR i 2 £l
Smad4CKO #7rFi7s iy E12.0,E14.5 K E18.0 =/ A
PRI B B (L 20 ~ 0) 28 SR BRUOL AR A f I 1 e 4%
JI5E R R 6 2% J2 Y9 TG Smadd B3k | 1M k21 214458 Cre T
L EGFAE Pax6 Jii ) F 9K ) T 2R3k 9 007 B, PRI bt o [ 42 30 5
T Cre A BF P PEY) % Smadd Y IR 2H 4UER S 1E FIA 4%
PE, [RIREH T ik Smadd AU, H Smadd Y (oA =
557 A MR 30 X531, B0 3 2 e i o 5k T B
KB G MK N R 2 A

2.5 Smadd £HMERRBRENMSEREE P10 194
S S AR B A0 e A A A R G R A
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3 Smad4 TR/NRSEFENRIRIMRELE A P10 BFA/NEUR H B RE IR 7085 EIG 280 R 5 B

P10 7% 5 /I BRI 06 Wy 12 200 (MR BG40 /0n (M JA) B A MG 5 € P10 AORRER : Z2 MR F1 7 A /N B, Aok | 22 5/ B
AR B HRERAL /I XELLBEIE IR P 5 D 2 BOAFBF A /I B 5 B 04 A8 S5 /0 B R TR BRI I 2R84/ R e 21 41
FSERH 5 - 0 2 i B B/ N SRR B < Ze ke P 38 A/ B, A ke 122 S /B

AL BE S RS 24, 1 A5 S BG4 E 20 1 IR IS 46 /0 | IR Bk
ETE I AR /0N AR BE S 6] 40 i 22 0 2 B R K AR
TR HMELLB IR N2 (I 3A ~ C), [R]AF RAFE /N R
HWABEARFE, 5EA R, 25N AR U, iR
W6 S W6 24 45 /0N, AR B2 Bl AN BE , HIRBR 835 40 /)N HR R 454 K
T, S Je 2 MR 0 Fz IR B AR (13D ~ F)
3itig

SR A R R R I 2 o o A 5 R g £ R ] T L
S R AN AN/ AL Sk B I — 4 e e B H R TE
R R A Sl L R FH SR 2 Cre A0 2 A AL SRR S
PEE B 7 3 RG I  BE25 3 BBl 38 B — 4 T R 45 A
AL DT X6 /0N 3R IR 2L %) 8 M Ak - — ol i 23 ]
ARZS D ARBFSE R Cre/LoxP RGN T Smadd
S RE N BB /N R, a0t Pax6 55— 8 31T (PO) IR B
Cre T ZH i 76 HR AN R JZ A7 A2 20 20 (SR AR A B L e 4
JIES R RG % Hz K TH IR ) o S M e 8, DA T 26 49 12 ) ok 3
MU 1Y Smadd JE A, A 5Y Smadd FE PR XT3 26 HR 2
ZURE R, 35 = N AFSE Smadd X P H-REE £ 50 095
M AR AL

AT A X /N BB R A ) 4, B T /N Bk UM 2
e Cre T 41§ JE [N | Smadd 2% {1 11 25 o7 35 IR A/ aig
ROSA26 245 B, i /N BSR4 DNA 114 358 R 43 B ik
S Smadd 3[R 7E F- 0 S MR AL 4TI IR AR N A B S B L (H
FE PR ARG 7 A BE 58 4 IE 52 Cre % 5 R 7515 %)) 1E
223K , Smadd HE PR J2& A5 9 51 B J5 AN 235 A B 1 85 1,
ASREARIIE 26 38 B 635 (W B A7 2 B8 24, i HLBR F 4%
1, FE BT A I I DNA #4740 A7, I I FRATT 7 Cre
LR/ N AR A L ROSA26 , I3 id LacZ e o %}
Cre LAY RN HEATRII . 7F Le—Cre T 2H il K IK 120
VAR N, E 4 TR 5 ROSA26 L PR 3R 2% - T WMl i) LoxP
V7 o5, I Bl o L [ ) 55 28 0E T, LacZ 2 51 76 4 i 9 36 38

B—FFLWEH M, I ASMEE Y B - FLE H REE T IR
X—gal B}, R LA B BRE NN Le—Cre
HH RS PERAR  BGE ) LacZ G4 4 7] [ i Le—Cre H
HARRIBM AU VE™ . FRATHY Laz Yo @45 R
WIRY Cre BZHMG T IR I 25 323k | [R] o iff s 1
HARR MR 1k

Cre 21 il A9 %5 52 P R IK BB FLIE A 2 Smadd4 JE K]
R 2% AP S, HOCHRATSTE T Smadd J2 A 7E AR IV 2H 2115 LA
Fik, H Smadd IRERHLUFFIERIE G, BRI BT
BRI i PR R IES RS Rt Vi O N S a3 S NE W SE B
SR AR BBV, I FRATTHR A T Smad4 3 FATEREANIR &
AR R RIAE, EIEW KT IREIR AU AT W
1Z 1 Smad4 K3k | B FBAAAE T, KA IRAR &2 & h
) B N e 7% 58 R 55 5 R i 5 1T 7E. Smadd 722 57 Bl
R, sz 56 2t S B Smad4 7E Cre T 4H Bl FlF 23k (R 2H 21
il = 23k IABIIESS T Cre AL AE Smadd 28 5 BT
SERA T Smad4 JE IR TR RE LU TE A SR RER | [R]  [A] 42EE
B Smad4 722 53 ST BRAY R AL IE T Smad4 J PR 76 AH
IO ZH 2R R

AL Smadd 78 S BLAHI A LGS, FRATT A IR BRURT
RN AT LUWRIAAS  (H R AR RS/ IR R4
AR IR 55 16 IR B W 2 T A -5 A 8 S R J) =6 2 i
ML, BT, Smadd 7E IR ZH 20 R bR 30T IR
B Jes s 1 T S e, L BER T IR RO 7 S Smadd X
HZma LA T — T E R SR
&% 3k
1 RN AL B S04, 4. Smadd 4 PR B3k /N BT ) 40 25
7%, PHEH B2 4%E 20064 (3) :176-180
2 Yang X, Li C,Xu X, et al. The tumor suppressor Smad4/DPC4 is
essential for epiblast proliferation and mesoderm incution in mice. Proc
Natl Acad Sei USA 1998 ;95(7) :3667-3672
3 Yang X, Li C, Herrera PL, et al. Generation of Smad4/Dpcd
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